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SUFFERINGS  OF  THE  COVENANTERS. 

Some  account  of  John  Brown,  and  his  companions  in  suffering:, 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  last  persecuting  period  in  Scotland. 
1680-1688. — From  authentic  sources. 

(Concluded  from  page  20.) 

Among  the  last  of  .tfuj;  needy  adventurers  of 
Charles  lid’s  reign,  who  could  swim  through  the 
blood  of  their  more  conscientious  countrymen,  to 
favour  and  emolument,  w'as  Graham  of  Claver- 
house.  “  He  was  descended  from  the  house  of 
Montrose,  and  was  educated  in  France,  the  best 
school  for  dissolute  manners  and  cruelty.  He 
fought  against  the  French  in  ihe  Low  Countries,, 
under  the  Prince  of  Orange, ‘but  being  refused  the 
command  of  one  of  the  Scottish  regiments,  then  in 
the  Dutch  service,  he  left  it  in  disgust,  and  came 
over  to  England.  His  dissolute  manners  and  vi¬ 
vacity  soon  got  him  notice  at  court,  and  the  com¬ 
mand  of  a  party  of  Highlanders.”*  His  first  ap¬ 
pearance  on  the  stage  of  Scotland’s  tragedy  was 
in  1678,  taking  free  quarters  for  himself  and  men 
•in  the  house  of  Gilbert  M'Michen,  in  New  Glen- 
luce  ;  and  when  they  went  off,  beside  what  they 
consumed,  they  took  with  them  three  horses,  worth 
ten  pounds  each.t  In  every  succeeding  appear- 

*  Brewster's  Encyclopedia,  article  Graham, 
t  Amot  who  commanded  this  party  had  his  bowels  trod  out  nc-st 
year,  at  the  battle  of  Drumclog,  by  a  horse. 
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ance  he  may  be  marked  as  rising  in  cruelty  and 
exaction. 

“  What  Bishop  Burnet  says  of  Dalziel,  may  be 
affirmed  of  Claverhouse  with  equal,  or  perhaps 
with  greater  truth ;  that  he  acted  the  Muscovite  too 
grossly,  threatening  to  spit  men,  and  roast  them 
alive.  He  pleaded  in  excuse  that  terror  was  true 
mercy,  if  it  put  an  end  to,  or  prevented  war.” 

Charles  being  now  dead,  James,  Duke  of  York, 
required  such  instruments  to  compel  submission  to 
his  system  of  cruelty.  Having  now  thrown  off  the 
mask,  the  suspicion  of  the  Reformers  that  Prelacy 
was  to  be  the  handmaid  to  the  introduction  of  Po¬ 
pery  in  Scotland,  was  verified.  For  that  purpose 
he  enlarged  the  commission '  of  Claverhouse,- and 
created  him  Viscount  of  Dundee  ;  and  none  was 
better  fitted  to  drive  fell  Ruins  ploughshare  through 
every  thing  that  could  make  life  desirable. 

“  The  measure  of  fixing  garrisons  of  soldiers 
through  the  South  and  West  counties,  as  if  Scot¬ 
land  had  been  invaded  by  a  foreign  enemy,  was 
the  beginning  of  many  cold  blooded  murders  in  the 
field.  One  of  these  garrisons  was  fixed  at  Lesma- 
hago.”  Claverhouse  came  unexpectedly  there, 
late  on  the  last  night  of  April,  1685,  and  having 
heard  of  John  Brown’s  piety  and  non-conformity, 
by  six  o’clock  next  morning  was  at  Priesthill.  A 
proof  how  he  thirsted  after  the  blood  of  such  men. 

John  Brown,  as  usual,  had  arisen  with  the  dawn, 
and  had  offered  up  the  morning  sacrifice.  His 
wife  often  told  how  remarkably  the  Psalm,  sung 
that  morning,  tended  to  gird  up  the  loins  of  their 
minds.  It  was  as  follows  : — 

Psalm  xxvii.  1 — 4.  I 

The  Lord’s  my  light  and  saving  health; 

Who  shall  make  me  dismayed  ? 

My  life’s  strength  is  the  Lord :  of  whom 
Then  shall  I  be  afraid? 
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When  as  mine  enemies  and  foes, 

Most  wicked  persons  all, 

To  eat  my  tlesh  against  me  rose-. 

They  stumbled  and  did  fall. 

Against  me  though  an  host  encamp, 

My  heart  yet  fearless  is  : 

Thousrh  war  aarainst  me  rise,  I  will 
Be  confident  in  this. 

One  thing  I  of  the  Lord  desired, 

And  will  seek  to  obtain, 

That  all  days  of  my  life  I  may 
Within  God’s  house  remain  ; 

That  I  the  beauf^  of  the  Lord 
Behold  may  and  admire. 

And  that  I  in  his  holy  place  ' 

May  rev’rently  inquire. 

The  chapter  read  was  John  xvi.  e(jually  suitable ; 
and  his  prayers  were  like  those  of  one  lost  to  the 
world,  and  entered  into  the  holy  of  holies,  through 
the  rent  vail  of  the  Redeemer’s  death. 

How  good  it  is,  when  the  Lord  comes,  to  be 
found  watching  in  the  wav  of  doing  our  duty,  was 
experienced  in  no  small  measure  by  the  family  of 
Priesthill.  After  worship,  the  gudeman  went  to 
(he  hill  to  prepare  some  peat  ground ;  the  servants 
were  also  out,  but  at  some  distance,  when  Claver- 
house  surrounded  the  helpless  man  with  three 
troops  of  dragoons,  and  brought  him  down  to  his 
own  house.  He  left  his  implements  of  industry 
with  great  composure,  and  walked  down  before 
them  more  like  a  leader  than  a  captive. 

Meanwhile  Janet  had  alarmed  her  mother  by 
telling  her  that  a  great  many  horsemen  were  com¬ 
ing  down  the  hill  with  her  father.  “  The  thing 
that  I  feared  is  come  upon  me ;  O  give  me  grace 
for  this  hour,”  said  her  mother,  h.aetily  taking  up 
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her  boy,  and  wrapping  him  in  her  plaid,  and  taking* 

.  Janet  by  the  hand,  she  went  out  to  meet  her  foes; 
praying  in  secret  as  she  went. 

The  leisurely  way  of  examining  persons  by  law, 
in  which  there  was  some  semblance  of  justice,  was 
now  departed  from.  Clayerhouse  simply  asked 
John  Brown,  Why  he  did  not  attend  the  curate, 
and  if  he  "would  pray  for  king  James.  It  was  re¬ 
markable  that,  thoujoh  a  stammerer  in  speech  to 
strangers,  this  morning  he  answered  Claverhouse 
distinctly.  He  said  he  acknowledged  only  Christ 
as  supreme  head  of  the  Church,  and  could  not  at¬ 
tend  the  curates,  because  they  were  placed  there 
contrary  to  his  law,  and  were  mere  creatures  of 
the  bishops,  and  the  bishops  were  creatures  of  the 
king ;  and  he  being  a  Papist,  and  himself  a  Protes¬ 
tant  Presbyterian,  who,  along  with  all  ranks  in  the 
nation,  had  sworn  and  covenanted  to  God,  that  no 
Papist  should  bear  rule  over  these  lands ;  so  that  he 
neither  could  nor  would  pray  for  him.  But  if  he 
repented  and  turned  from  his  wicked  way,  he  j 
would  acknowledge,  obey,  and  pray  for  him.*  Up-  I 

i 

*  Some  readers  will  be  surprised  that  so  holy  a  man  should 
liavc  refused  to  pray  for  the  king,  seeing  we  are  so  plainly  com-  i 
mauded  to  pray  for  kings,  and  all  in  authority  over  us.  In  the 
present  state  and  circumstances  of  this  kingdom,  it  is  not  easy  witli 
some  persons  to  perceive  the  force  of  the  reasons  which  induced  our 
^►crsecuted  firefathers  to  refuse  obedience  to  this  command.  One 
thing,  however,  is  very  evident  from  their  history,  that  they  refused  . 
obedience,  not  to  divine,  but  only  to  arbitrary  human  authority, 
arid  wiien  it  was  considered  a  test  of  their  compliance  with  'what  ^ 
was  sinful.  It  is  probable  that  the  apostle  Paul  himself  would 
have  refused  to  pray  for  Nero  as  emperor,  had  he  been  command¬ 
ed  to  do  so  at  the  point  of  the  sword,  as  a  test  of  his  acknowledg¬ 
ing  him  as  Head  of  the  Church.  He  would  have  prayed  like 
Stephen  for  his  enemies  and  murderers;  but  certainly  he  would  not 
have  acknowledged,  nor  would  he  have  done  any  thing  that  so 
much  as  seemed  to  acknowledge,  the  eccjesiastical  supremacy  of 
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•  hearing  which  Claverhouse  said.  Go  to  your 
sprayers,  for  you  shall  immediately  die  :*  which  he 
did  in  such  a  manner  as  filled  the  troops  with 
amazement.  On  his  family  it  had  a  different  ef¬ 
fect.  His  .wife,  who  was  great  with  child,  with 

another  in  her  arms,  and  Janet  at  her  side,  stood 

.V 

the  emperor.  Now  this  is  the  plain  fact  of  the  case,  with  regard  to 
>ur  fathers  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  Praying  for  the  king  was 
weiiforced  at  the  point  of  tlie  bayonet ;  and  compliance  was  under* 
stood  by  both  parties  to  be  a  renouncing  of  the  fundamental  princi- 
'pie  of  tlie  Scottish  Reformation,  which  incurred  the  guilt  of  both 
hypocrisy  and  perjury.  Charles  was  not  content  with  being  ac- 

f  knowleJged  head  of  the  slate.  He  would  be  head  of  the  church 
^  ^  too ;  and  James,  his  successor,  would  have  resigned  the  headship 
^  of  both  to  the  Pope. 

I  But  with  their  convictions,  they  could  not  even  pray  for  Charle? 
as  head  of  the  state,  without  gross  hypocrisy ;  for  they  believed 
that  by  his  violation  of  his  solemn  engagements  to  the  nation,  he 
had  forfeited  all  right  to  the  sovereignty.  This,  it  must  be  allowed, 
is  a  delicate  question  ;  and  one  at  all  tihaes  of  difficult  application 
but  if  Uie  worthy  men  whose  conduct  is  the  subject  of  this  note, 
were  wrong  either  in  the  conception  or  application  of  the  principle, 
their  error  was  adopted  and  followed  up  into  practice,  by  the 
whole  nation,  a  few  years  after  ;  and  this  is  now  universally  ap- 
proved  by  Protestants  of  all  denominations.  The  fact  is,  the  strict 
Covenanters  saw  the  cloven  foot  of  Popery  and  arbitrary  power 
in  the  administration  of  Charles  II.  almost  from  the  beginning,  and 
^  still  more  in  that  of  his  brother  J ames.  They  refused  to  submit  to 
*^il,  or  to  come  under  any  oath  that  should  bind  them  to  an  appro- 

Ibation  of  Popery  and  tyranny,  or  even  to  utter  a  word  in  their 
prayers  that  could  imply  such  a  thing.  Surely  these  were  at 
least  honest  men ;  and  they  were  more  noble  than  those  of  their 
countrymen,  who,  after  having  made  many  compliances,  and 
sworn  many  oaths  to  the  reigning  family,  felt  themselves  compelled 
to  throw  them  off.  Is  not  the  gleaning  of  the  grapes  of  Ephraim 
better  than  the  vintage  of  Abiezer 

*  Wo(^ow  andCrookshank. 
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while  he  prayed  “  that  every  covenauted  blessing  I 
might  be  poured  upon  her  and  her  children,  born  I 
and  unborn,  as  one  refreshed  by  the  influence  of  I 
the  Holy  Spirit,  when  he  comes  doAvn  like  rain  up-  I 
on  the  mown  grass,  as  showers  upon  the  earth,”  I 
There  is  a  light  in  .the  Christian’s  life  that  dis-  | 
covers  the  spots  of  the  wicked,  and  torments  them 
before  the  time.  When  Claverhouse  could  bear 
his  prayers  no  longer,  and  had  succeeded  after  in¬ 
terrupting  him  twice,  with  the  most  blasphemous  I 
language,  to  raise  him  from  his  knees,  John  Brown  | 
said  to  his  wife — Isabell,  this  is  the  day  I  told  you 
of,  before  we  were  married ;  and  added  with  his 
usual  kindness.  You  see  me  summoned  to  appear, 
in  a  few  minutes,  before  the  court  of  heaven,  as  a 
witness  in  our  Redeemer’s  cause  against  the- Ruler 
of  Scotland.  Are  you  willing  that  I- should  part 
from  you  ?  Heartily  willing,  said  she,  in  a  voice 
that  spoke  her  regard  for  her  husband,  and  her. 
submission,  to  the  J.jerd,  even  when  he  called  her 
to  bow  before  his  terrible  things.  “  That  is  all  I  ‘ 
wait  for :  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting !  O  grave, 
where  will  be  thy  victory !”  said  John  Browm,  while  ; 
he  tenflerly- laid  his  arms  around  her,  kissed  her  'i 
and  his  little  boy,  and  lastly  Janet saying  to  her,  .1 
My  sweet  :  bairn,  give  your  hand  to  •  God  as  your  ^ 
guide  ;  and  be  your  mother’s  comfort. — He  could  ' 
add  no  more ;  a  tide  of  tenderness  overflowed  his 
heart.  At  last  he  uttered  these  words,  “  Blessed 
be  thou,  O  Holy  Spirit !  that  speaketh  more  com- 
fort. to  my  heart  than  the  voice  of  my  oppressors 
can  speak  terror  to  my  ears !”  Thus,  when  the  | 
Lord  brought  his  witness  to  be  tried,  he  discover-  Jj 
cd  such  magnanimity  that,  as  he  fell,  he  conquer-  -  ^ 
ed  his  persecutors.  1 

If,  in  the  Christian’s  life,  there  is  a  light  that.dis-  I 
covers  the  spots  of  the  wicked ;  so,  in  the  martyr’s 
heroic  grappling  with  death,  there  was  a  Aco/  that 
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I  scorched  past  enduring.  It  was  doubtless  under 
itliis  feeling  that  Claverhouse  ordered  six  of  his 
ulrao’oons  to  shoot  him,  ere  the  last  words  were 
lout  of  his  mouth :  but  his  prayers  and  conduct  had 
i  disarmed  them  from  performing  such  a  savage  ac- 
/tion.  They  stood  motionless.  Fearing  for  their 
■i mutiny,  Claverhouse  snatched  a  pistol  from  his 

5  own  belt,  and  shot  him  through  the -head . 

I  And  wliile  his  troops  slunk  from  the  awful  scene,  he, 

1  like  a  beast  of  prey  that  tramples  and  howls  over 
I  a  fallen  victim,  insulted  the  tender-hearted  wife, 
w’hilc  she  gathered  u{)  the  shattered  head,  by  taunt- 
J  ing  jeers  :  “  What  thinkest  thoii  of  thy  husband 
)  now,  woman ?”  “I  ever  thought  mickle  good  of 
I  lum,’’  said  she,  “  and  now  more  than  ever.”  He, 
seeing  her  courage,  said,  “  It  w'ere  but  justice  to 
^  lay  thee  beside  him.”  She  replied,.  “  If  ye  were 
permitted,  I  doubt  not  your  cruelty  could  go  that- 
I  length ;  but  how  will  ye  answer  for.  this  morning’s 
work.”  With  a  countenance  that  belied  his  words, 
he  answered,  “  To  men  I  can  be  answerable,  and 
as  for  God  I  will  take  him  in  rny  own  hands:” 
Thus  saying  he  hastily  put  spurs  to  his  horse,  and 
left  her.  with  the  corpse..  She  tied-,  up  his  head- 
with  her  napkin,,  composed^  his  body,  covered  it- 
with  her  plaid,  and  when  she  had  nothing  further 
to  do  or  contend- with,  she  sat  down  on  the  ground,. 

!  drew  her  children  to  her,  and  wept  over  her  mang- 
]  led  husband!.. 

But  think  not,. reader,  she  was  miserable  ;  it  is. 
only  wKen-we  have  brought  on  ourselves  our  afflic¬ 
tions,  that  we  are  miserable  under  them.  Nor- 
think.  that  she  was  alone.  Are  not  angels  minis¬ 
tering  spirits  to  believers  in  their  troubles?  And 
being  spirits  they  are  well  fitted  for  the  service. 
They,  can  reach  the  spirit  with,  healing  on  their 
wings.  They  soothe,  they  comfort  the  afflicted' 
w’idow.  They  bring  God’s  promises  to  mind,  say,-- 
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ing,  "  Fear  not,  for  thy  Maker  is  thy  husband.  For  « 
the  Lord  lias  called  thee  as  a  woman  forsaken  and  • 
grieved  in  spirit.  Thy  God  saith,  For  a  mcmenf  .  I 
have  I  forsaken  thee,  but  with  great  mercies  will  I  I 
gather  thee.  O  thou  aflheted,  tossed  with  1cm-  I 
pests,  and  not  comforted,  behold  1  will  lay  thy 
stones  with  fair  colours,  and  thy  foundations  with  ’ 
sapphires.  And  I  will  make  thy  windows  of  agates, 
and  thy  gates  of  carbuncles,  and  all  thy  borders  of  | 
pleasant  stones.  Thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  1 
the  Lord,  and  great  shall  be  their  peace.  This  is  J 
the  heritage  of  the  servants  of  the  Lord,  and  their 
righteousness  is  of  me,  saith  the  Lord.”  There  are 
also  kindled  spirits  with  angels,  here  on  earth,  in  ^ 
wLom  the  Most  High  (lod  puts  his  Spirit,  to  sjieak  ' 
a  word  in  season  to  the  weary  soul. 

The  mourners  of  Fricsthill  dit!  not  long  want 
friends.  The  report  of  the  foul  deed  circulated  ;j 
rapidly,  creating  dismay  and  abhorrence.  Who 
now  could  think  themselves  safe,  wlien  John  Brown  ^ 
was  thus  treated,  who  was  not  otherwise  obnoxious  I 
to  government  than  in  not  attending  tlic  curate, 
and  he  several  miles  distant  ?  Tlie  first  who  arriv-  ij 
cd  on  the  spot  was  David  Steel’s  wife,  one  well  fit-  I 
ted  to  comfort  in  the  most  trying  di.^pensation.  > 
She  ran  up  to  the  group,  and  throwing  her  arms 
around  them  saluted  Jsabellthus,  “Wow  woman! 
and  lias  yoiir  master  been  taken  from  your  head 
this  day  ?  and  has  he  won  the  martyr’s  crown  ?  and 
has  God  taken  you  and  your  children  under  his 
own  care,  saying,  I  will  be  a  husband  to  the  widow, 
and  a  father  to  the  fatherless  ?  No  wonder  though  J 
ye  are  overcome  and  astonished  at  his  doings.”  l| 
This  salutation  aroused  and  strengthened  the  wid-  | 
ow.  She  remembered  the  words  of  Mr.  Peden,  1 
and  she  arose  from  the  ground  to  search  out  the  ^ 
linen  he  had  warned  her  to  prepare.  About  this 
time  David  Steel  and  William  Steel,  with  his  wife. 
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[arrived  and  assisted  Isabell  t6  bring  in  and  wrap 
’up  the  precious  dust.  All  was  done  while  the  si¬ 
lence  oti  death  reigned  over  the  household. 

After  breakfast,  David  Steel  took  the  Bible,,  and 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  family,  began  the 
(Worship  of  God  by  singing  part  of  the  consolatory 
I  Psalm  lliat  remained  unsung  in  the  morning  : 

For  he,  ill  his  pavilion,  shall 
Me  hide  in  evil  days; 

In  secret  of  his  tent  me  hide^ 

And  oil  a  rock  me  raise.. 

And  now,  even  at  this  present  time, 

Aline  head  shall  lifted  be, 

Above  all  those  that  are  my  foes. 

And  round  encompass  me  : 

rherefore,  unto  his  tabernacle 
ril  sacrifices  bring 

Of  joyfulness ;  I’ll  sing,  yea,!; 

To  God  v.dll  praises  sing.,. 

And  followed  also  the  footsteps  of  his  friend  by 
reading  the  xviith  chapter  of  John. 

Those  in  affliction  read  and  sing  in  a  faith  that 
those  who  are  at  ease  know  nothing  about.  Ev¬ 
ery  word  of  God  comes  home  just  as  if  he  spoke  ■ 
with  a  voice  in  their  ear.  It  was  with  such  acts  of 
faith  on  God’s  promise  that  Isabell  received  with 
composure  her  visitors,  many  of  whom  came  at 
the  risk  of  their  lives  to  condole  with  her. 

As  was  said  of  the  protomartyr  Stephen,  devout 
men  carried  him  to  his  burial,  in  like  manner  was 
.lohn  Brown,  for  literally  God’s  hidden  ones  carried 
him  forth,  and  laid  him  in  his  grave,  on  the  very 
.spot  where  he  fell. — "  They  wandered  about  in 
sheep-skins,  and  goat-skins,  in  dens  and  caves  of 
the  earth ;  afflicted  and  tormented  and  left  but 
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one  opinion  on  the  minds  of  those  who  heard  them,  I ; 

viz :  that  those  who  had  been  slain  “  had  entered  i 

into  rest.”  And  as  the  disciples,  after  they  had  i 
seen  the  Lord  ascend,  returned  unto  Jerusalem  re-  '  ; 
joicing,  in  like  manner  did  the  company  at  Priest- 
hill  rejoice,  and  had  their  “  song  in  the  night.”  ; 

Every  writer  of  that  age,  among  the  sufferers, 
bears  witness  how  wonderfully  they  who  suflered 
were  borne  up,  as  on  eagle’s  wings,  above  the 
world’s  scorn  and  hatred.  Ask  all  the  letters  writ-  " 
ten  by  Rutherford  and  others,  down  to  those  writ¬ 
ten  by  Sir  R.  Hamilton.  Ask  the  dying  testimo¬ 
nies,  from  Argyle  and  Guthrie  to  Renwick.  They  ^ 
would  fill  volumes,  and  establish  the  truth,  that  one 
like  unto  the  Son  of  God  walked  with  them  in  the  ^ 
fiery  furnace  of  affliction.  Renwick  writes,  on  one 
occasion,  to  Sir  R.  Hamilton,  after  a  field-preach¬ 
ing,  that  “  if  ever  God  could  be  tied  to  any  place,  „ 
I  think  it  is  to  the  muirs  and  mountains  of  Scot-  I 
land.”  Rutherford  many  a  time  declares,  “Sweet,  ^ 
sweet  is  the  cross  ;  and  no  wonder,  when  Christ  ^ 
bears  both  us  and  it.”  The  sorrow  of  the  righte-  ® 
ous  is  better  far  than  the  joys  of  the  wicked,  that  ^ 
are  only  like  the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a  pot,  ^ 
and  worketh  death.  Had  a  miracle  opened  the 
eyes  of  Claverhouse,  as  it  did  the  eyes  of  the  pro-  ' 
phet’s  servant,  to  have  seen  John  Brown’s  soul  from 
“insult  springing,”  at  the  moment  his  body  fell  a  I 
mangled  corpse,  he  would  have  seen  himself  chang¬ 
ed  from  a  powerful  oppressor,  like  Haman,  to  a 
mean  servant',  only  fit,  as  an  instrument,  to  clothe 
the  humble  sitter  at  the  king’s  gate  in  royal  robe.s, 
and  a  glorious  crown,  and  usher  him  in  to  the  city 
Shushan,  as  a  man  whom  the  King  delights  to  hon-  ^ 
our.  It  was  not  granted  that  his  eyes  should  be 
opened  by  a  miracle,  or  by  faith  in  God’s  written 
testimony,  to  sec  liimself  as  he  really  was ;  but  . 

God’s  vicegerent,  conscience,  even  in  this  life,  ] 

?peaks  out  aw'ful  things  of  righteousnes.s  and  judge  ' 
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Inieiit  to  come.  “He  afterwards  acknowledged 
^that  John  Brown’s  prayer  made  such  an  impres* 
#*sion  on  liis  spirit,  that  he  could  never  get  altogeth- 
'  er  worn  oti',  when  he  gave  himself  liberty  to  think.’’* 
'Thus,  “  mischief  haunts  the  violent  man,  and  the 
-bloody  and  deceitful  man  shall  not  live  half  his 
klays.”  This  was  eminently  exemplified  in  the 
lives  and  deaths  of  the  persecutors  of  that  age ; 
and  in  none  more  than  in  Graham  of  Claverhouse. 

His  maxim  of  terror  being  true  mercy,  if  it  pre-* 
vented  or  put  an  end  to  war,  like  every  other  at¬ 
tempt  to  do  evil  that  good  may  come  out  of  it, 
proved  fallacious :  and  acting  up  to  it  was  the 
’'  mean  of  bringing  on  the  Revolution  of  1688,  and 
■^of  banishing  James  VII  from  the  throne  and  hearts 
of  the  people  of  Scotland.  Claverhouse,  for  vari- 
j  fous  reasons,  had  no  alternative  than  to  follow  the 
^  ^fortune  of  his  benefactor.  When  he  found  a  large 
r  j  *  majority  in  the  Scotch  Convention  on  the  side  of 
[,|j|  William,  he  left  Edinburgh  with  the  determination 
diki  of  exerting  himself  in  the  cause  of  James,  in  the 
OT  field.  Not  long  after  this  he  appeared  openly  in 
arms  at  Inverness,  and  was  successful  at  the  bat- 
tie  of  Killicrankie;  putting  William’s  army  to  flight; 
I  but  while  in  the  act  of  raising  himself  on  the  sad- 
t  die,  and  waving  with  his  arm  pointing  to  guard 
jthe  pass  of  Killicrankie,  that  his  favourite  maxim 
*  “  no  quarter’’  might  be  put  into  execution,  Lo  !  a 
^musket-ball  passed  into  his  arm-pit,  that  proved  fa- 
J  tal  in  a  few  hours  after.  His  estate  was  made  over 
to  the  house  of  Douglas,  and  his  widow  marrying 
‘I  to  Lord  Kilsyth,  and  returning  to  Holland,  be¬ 
ll  came,  along  with  her  children,  the  victim  of  adread- 
ful  misfortune.!  The  house  in  which  she  resided 

*Wodrow, 

t  This  was  the  Lady  whose  body  was,  about  twenty  years  ago, 
^  ^  discovered  in  a  vault  under  Kilsyth  church,  in  a  state  of  entire  pre- 
servation,  and  which  was  for  years  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  all  who 
chose  to  look  at  it.  See  Garnett’s  Tour,  in  which  there  is  a  print 
^  of  the  body  as  it  appeared  immediately  after  discovery. 
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at  Utrecht,  falling  suddenly  in,  and  overwhelming 
the  whole  family,  his  name  and  titles ’became  ex¬ 
tinct. 

He  who  smote  the  people  in  wrath,  with  a  con¬ 
tinual  stroke  ;  who  made  Scotland  a  wilderness ; 
that  destroyed  the  cities  thereof ;  that  opened  not 
the  house  of  the  prisoners  ;  thy  pomp  is  brought 
down  to  the  grave,  and  the  noise  of  thy  viols :  The 
worms  are  spread  under  thee,  and  worms  cover 
thee.  I  will  praise  thee,  O  Lord,  with  my  whole 
heart,  for  thou  hast  destroyed  the  wicked ;  thou 
hast  put  out  their  name  for  ever  and  ever. 

The  poor  widow  of  Priesthill  and  her  children 
did  inherit  the  earth,  and  had  a  name  long  after 
that  of  her  oppressors  wjk  not.-’- About  forty  years 
ago,  a  gentleman  riding  to  Edinburgh  fell  into  con¬ 
versation  with  a  respectable  looking  country  wo¬ 
man,  on  the  road,  and  learning  that  she  was  a 
grand-daughter  of  John  Brown,  he  on  that  ac¬ 
count  made  her  ride  behind  him  into  the  city.  So 
much  was  the  memory  of  the  Christian  Carrier 
respected.  And  what  was  a  proof  of  the  harmony 
of  his  family,  she  could  not  tell  whether  she  was  of 
the  first  or  the  second  wife’s  children.  None  of 
them  now  reside  at  Priesthill,  but  their  house 
stands,  ,  and  the  broad  flat  stone  that  covers  their 
father’s  grave,  is  shewn,  with  this  inscription: — 

In  death’s  cold  bed,  the  dusty  part  here  lies 
Of  one  who  did  the  earth  as  dust  despise : 

Here  in  this. place  from  earth  he  took  departure : 

^  Now  he  has  o;ot  the  garland  of  the  martyr. 

Butcher’d  by  Clavers  and  his  bloody  band. 

Raging  most  rav’nously  o’er  all  the  land, 

Only  for  owning  Christ’s  supremacy 
Wickedly  wrong’d  by  encroaching  tyranny. 

Nothing  how  near  so  ever  he  to  good 

Esteem’d,  nor  dear  for  any  truth  his  blood. 
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It  has  not  been  exactly  ascertained  how  long 
^he  widow  lived  after  her  husband,  nor  is  the  pre¬ 
sent  state  of  their  posterity  known  to  the  writer  : 
but  it  is  certain,  that  eight  months  after  her  hus¬ 
band’s  death,  Isabell  mingled  her  tears  with  those 
of  David  Steel’s  wife,  and  had  her  wounds  opened 
'  afresh  by  that  worthy  man’s  untimely  end. 

•The  enemy  came  on  a  sudden  to  Cummerhead 
where  he  lived,  and  while  he  was  Hying  before 
them  to  a  flow  moss,  where  no  trooper  could  fol¬ 
low,  they  called  him  back,  assuring  him  that  they 
did  not  intend  his  hurt.  In  confidence  of  which,  he 
sat  down  on  a  little  knoll,  on  which  a  kiln  stood, 
to  look  at  the  soldiers  passing,  and  while  doing 
so.  Lieutenant  Crichton,  who  commanded  the 
troop,  and  who  came  up  in  the  rear,  shot  him 
through  the  heart,  after  he  had  been  treaclierous- 
ly  promised  safety  ! !.! 

His  wife  saw  him  all  the  while,  and  was  the  firsr 
that  got  to  the  bloody  corpse,  and  while  she  gent¬ 
ly  pressed  down  the  eyelids  on  the  fi.xed  face,  she 
said  with  great  composure,  “  The  archers  have 
shot  at  thee,  bat  they  could  not  reach  thy  soul :  it 
has  escaped  like  a  dove,  far  away',  and  is  at  rest.” 
She  then,  clasping  her  hands  together,  and  looking 
up  with  an  e)'e  that  pierced  the  heavens,  said, 
“Lord  give  strength  unto  thine  handmaid,  that  will 
prove  she  has  waited  for  thee  even  in  the  way  of 
thy  judgments.” 

David  Steel  lies  buried  in  Losmahago  church¬ 
yard.  On  his  grave  is  a  stone  with  this  epitaph; 

David  a  shepherd  first,  and  then 
Advanced  to  be  king  of  men, 

Had  of  his  graces  in  this  quarter, 

This  heir,  a  waiidVer,  now  a  martyr  ; 

.  .  Who  for  his  constancy  and  zeal, 

Still  to  his  back  did  prove  gootl  steely 
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Who  for  Christ’s  royal  truth  and  laws, 

And  for  the  covenanted  cause 
Of  Scotland’s  famous  Reformation; 

Declining  tyrants’  usurpation. 

By  cruel  Crichton  murder’d  lies, 

Whose  blood  to  heaven  for  vengeance  cries.* 

Joseph  Willson  who  was  also  under  hiding  in 
iJie  moss  hag  with  John  Brown,  was  met  by  a  par¬ 
ty  of  north  Highlanders  in  a  moss,  near  the  water 
Kyle,  when  he  and  other  four  men  were  returning 
from  hearing  Mr.  Renwdck  preach  ;  and  on  their 
confession  where  they  had  been,  were  all  shot  with¬ 
out  further  trial.  Thus  their  blood  was  mixed  with  • 
their  sacrifice.  They  were  not  granted  even  time 
to  eommit  their  souls  to  God  :  but  their  souls’  safe¬ 
ty  did  not  depend  on  their  prayers,  but  on  their 
praying  Head. 

William  Steel  alone,  of  these  friends,  survived 
tlifi  persecution  period,  and  lived  after  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  to  tell  his  wonderful  escapes.  The  visitor  to 
the  Highlands  of  the  five  Western  Shires,  to  this 
day,  will  hear  of  the  suft'erings  of  thatperiod  in  the 
houses  of  the  husbandmen  ;  and  on  the  hills  the 
shepherd  points  out  the  cairns  that  cover  the  suf¬ 
ferers’  graves.  Few  of  them  have  inscriptions, 
vet  their  tales  of  woe  are  handed  down  from  fa- 
ther  to  son,  yvith  a  minuteness  that  is  well  e.xpres- 
s^d  by  the  bard  of  Kyle. 

Still  o’er  these  scenes  the  mem’ry  wakes. 

And  fondly  broods  with  miser  care  ; 

Time  but  the  impression  deeper  makes. 

As  streams  their  channels  deeper  wear, 

“The  memory  of  the  most  glorious  scenes  of 
action,  and  the  most  dismal  scenes  of  suffering 
that  the  church  of  Scotland  has  passed  tl  ough, 

*  Cloud  cf  Witnesses. 
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^.have  not  been  left  buried  in  their  own  ashes.” 
^Jler  first  Reformers  have  been  nobly  drawn  forth 
■  from  the  rubbish  of  lies  and  prejudice,  that  had 
lono'  lain  heaped  upon  their  memories.  And  may 
%ot  the  less  conspicuous  stones  that  compose  the 
jj^iir  building,  be  gathered  out  with  this  w'arrant — 
'^he  righteous  shall  be  held  in  everlasting  remem- 
jbrance. 

- -  - 

I  ANALYSIS  OF  EPHESIANS  vi.  12.  ' 

£  For  we  wrestle  not  against  flesh  and  blood,  but  against  princi- 
palities,  against  powers,  against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  pi 
I' world,  against  spiritual  wickedness  in  high  places.” 

f  pi  (Continued  from  page  44.) 

*  3.  The.  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world, 
fo;  T«5  ;c;(rju.oXj!»TOj«j  'ib  (TxoTb  m  etnyo;  rtnu.  Our 
ranslalion  is  generally  a  very  happy  one,  yet  in  this 
entence,  as  indeed  it  often  happens,  there  is  more  in 
he  original  than  appears  in  our  version.  Kctr/^ioxfarwf,- 
^s  more  than  simply  a  ruler.  It  is,  compounded  of 
Aog-.ao;.  civil,  and  ruler ;  henOe'  it  means, 

^Bpivil  ruler.  Parkhurst  indeed  says,  "^It  is  spoken 
Af  evil  spirits”  here ;  and  he  refers  to  Joh.  xii.  31, 
And  xiv.  30,  to  justify  his  interpretation;  but  in 
"Ineither  of  these  places  does  the  word  occur;  in 
■^.^th  it  is  TO  ,  the  rulcf  of  this  world,  by 
.which  the  prince  of  darkness  is  characterisec^ 
«Nor  would  this,  as  he  wishes  to  make  it,  corres- 
.  iond  with  our  verson  ;  for  it  would  then  be,  “  the 
jrulers  of  this  world  of  the  darkness  of  this  w'orld.” 
lis  quotation  of  Aristophanes,  as  cited  by  Wet- 
tein  from  the  Scoliast,  is  against  him.  That 
cathen  writer  applies  the  term  to  a 
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civil  ruler,  Scsanchosis,  King  cf  Egypt,  as  empt. 

ror  cf  the  world.  Yia’ay^caif  i  - xcc^ox^aTitj, 

Tloth  the  derivation  and  the  use  of  the  Greek  wri. 
tors  decide  the  meaning  to  be  civil  rulers.  The 
word  which  is  translated  world,  properly  signi- 
lies  age.  It  does  indeed  signify  in  many  instances 
world,  and  sometimes  eternity..  The  conte.xt  must 
decide.  As  the  apostle,  who  teaches  subjection 
to  civil  magistrates,  would  not  represent  it  as 

9 

the  duty  of  Christians  to  wrestle  with  all  the  civill 
rulers  of  the  world,  there  must  be  some  limitation.' 
We  must  abide  here  by  the  natural  import  of  the 
word.  We  would  render  the  passage  as  follows: 

W  ith  the  civil  rulers  of  the  darkness  of^this  age," 
which  is  a  perfectly  literal  version.  The  apostki 

•  then  refers  to  the  dark  ace  of  the  world,  under  the 
eighth  head  of  the  Roman  beast.  This  was  “the 
eighth,  and  of  the  seven,”  the  imperial  head  of 
the  Roman  empire,  which  was  afterwards  merged 
in  the  patriarchal  government  and  is  yet  continued 
in  ^the  ten-horned  state,  or  the  ten  modern  king¬ 
doms  of  Europe.  The  passage  imports  that 
believers  must  wrestle  with  the  tyrannical  or  infidel 
civil  governments  of  the  world  from  the  time  in 

•  which  Paul  wrote  to  the  Ephesians,  until  the  com- 
mencem’ent  of  the  inillenium,  when  the  “  kingdoms 
of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our 
T,ord  and  his  Christ.”  Scott  in  his  commentary 
on  Rev.  xiii,  says  that  the  Reman  government 
both  in  its  imperial  form  and  in  its  modern  state, 
represented  by  the  seven-headed  and  ten-horned 
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beast  of  the  sea,  is  the  devil’s  vicegerent.  The  un¬ 
godly  or  tyrannical  governments  maintain  their 
I  dominion  amidst  the  da  rkness  of  ignorance  and 
I  un«’odliness  of  the  populace,  and  by  turning  them 
1  to  such  account  as  to  subserve  their  iniquitous  do- 
*  mination.  In  this  view  the  passage,  which  has 
greatly  puzzled  commentators,  is  perfectly  per¬ 
spicuous.  God’s  people  who  have  been  faithful, 
have  wrestled,  and  must  for  some  time  to  come, 
wrestle  w'ith  great  evils  in  this  form. 

4.  The  last  class  of  evils  in  the  text,  is  “  spiritual 
wickedness  in  high  places,  to.  wvtv^aTtxa  mj  si> 

TOK  sm-ayi  K — literally,  “  against  the  spiritualities  of 
the  wickedness  in  the  heavenly  places.”  In  this 
epistle  ii.  6,  believers  are  said  to  sit  together  in 
heavenly  places,  cr  roa  f7rsfC4»»o»?,  i.e.  in  the  church, 
a  heavenly  society,  or  “  the  kingdom  of  heaven,” 
as  it  is  often  denominated,  in  the  New  Testament. 
In  the  vision  in  Rev.  xii.the  dragon  is  seen  fight¬ 
ing  with  the  wdman  in  heaven — in  the  firmament 
of  the  visible  church.  “  The  wickedness”  is  here¬ 
sy  and  error  ripening  into  the  fruits  of  ungodly 
practice.  With  this  the  saints  have  a  wrestling 
(-aXn)  against  these  spiritualities  of  w’ickcdness. 
Paul  and  the  other  apostles,  and  all  other  faithful 
witnesses  for  God,  have  fought  a  good  fight,  and 
we  are  yet  bound,  obeying  the  divine  command 
and  following  their  example,  “  to  contend  earnestly 
for  the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.”  Jude  3. 
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1.  .The  Absurdities  of  Metliodism,  Written  by  EamiieT  Pellor, 
Pastor  of  tlie  United  Presbyterian  Con5::rej:ations  of  Hemp  stead 

Containing 


and  Harverstraw,  Uo4>kland  County,  New- York, 
a  public  debate  between  him  and  a  Methoilist  preacher,  lately 
from  Ireland,  lield  on  the  ^2d  of  March,  PdVl.  Containing  also 
nine  sections,  in  'which  the  contradictions,  absurdities,  and  diffi¬ 
culties  of  the  Methodist  scheme  are  cxliibited,  as  found  in  the 
Discipline,  Standard  Writings,  &c.  New-Y'ork,  1S22.  pp.  26b. 
Duodecimo. 

2.  A  Reply  to  tlie  Rev.  Lawrence  Kean’s  Vindication  of  Method- 
isni,  by  Samuel  Pelton,  Pastor,  &c.  by  w  ay  of  letter,  writtca 
October,  R>23..  New-York  1823,  pp.  36,  Octavo. 

If  the  CiiiVanistic  system  contains  and  exhibits 
tlie  sclieme  of  salvation  devised  by  the  Godhead 
in  eternity  and  revealed  in  the  "Holy  Scriptures, 
and  if  the  contrary  system — or  Arminianism  be 
extensively  embraced  in  the  United  States,  atid 
gaining  ground,  the  defence  of  the  former. is.  a 
<luty  imperative -on  all  friends  of  truth.  Provided 
we  can  rely  on  the  Methodist  statistical  tables  in. 
which  they  report  their  numbers,  that  society  em¬ 
braces,  of  the  population  of  our  country,  not  less- 
than  600,000  souls,  which  is  annually  increased  sev¬ 
eral  thousands.  All  Socinians  and  Papists  are  also 
Arminians.  The  Hopkinsian  scheme  is  substan¬ 
tially  Arminianism,  while  it  also  comprehends 
certain  other  doctrines  still  more  adverse  to  the 
truth.  In  the  Episcopal  and  Presbyterian  churches, 
a  very  large  proportion  of  their  numbers  are  anti- 
Calvinistic;  and  we  may  assert  without  error, 
that  the  great  mass  of  the  ungodly  in  the  land, 
agree  with  the  Methodists  in  opposition  to  the 
Calvinistic  tenets.  Add  to  all  this,  that  many  who 
eall  themselves  Calvinists,  proclaim  to  the  world 
that  the  difference  between  these  two  great  sys¬ 
tems  is  altogether  unimportant — that  Hopkinsian- 
ism  and  Calvinism  are  “  the  same  Gospel.”  These 
tacts  ought  to  awaken  the  attention  and  excite* 
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Ithc  zcai  of  all  who  are  real  friends  to  the  free  and 
sovereign  grace  of  God,  dispensed  by  the  Lord'. 
Jesu.s,  the  llead  of  the  new  covenant.  If  we  do- 
,  not  greatly  mistake,  tliese  errors  lie  at  tlie  root  of 
ithe  tree  of  vice  which  bears  so  abundant  a  crop  of 
immorality,  threatening  ruin  to  every  thing  dear  to- 
the  heart  of  tlie  people  of  God.  That  the  minis¬ 
ters  of  religion  do  not  labour  to  instruct  their 
congregations  in  the  doctrine  of  free  grace,  is  a 
I  matter  of , lamentation,  and  in  part,-  accounts  for 
the  little  effect  produced  by  the  {)reachihg  of  the 
gospel,  and  the  - rm fruitfulness- of  professors.  Hence, 
we  admire  the  faithfulness  and  firmness  of  Mr. 
Pelton  in  defending  important  articles  of  the 
Christian  faith.  AVithout  pretention  to  fine  wri¬ 
ting,  or  great  learning,  hi.s  books  abound  with 
good  sense  and  able  argument; 

We  have  heard  of  a  Methodist  preacher  lately 
going  into  the  bounds  of  Reformed  Dutch  and  Pres¬ 
byterian  '  congregations  and  preaching  against 
sectarianism,  from  Luke,  iv.  39  ;  “  Master,  we  saw- 
one  casting  out  devils  in  thy  name,  and  w-e 
forbade  him  because  he  followeth  not  w-ith 
us.”  The  import  of  the  discussion  was,  “  Mr.  — , 
the  Reformed  Dutch  minister,  and  Mr.  — ,  the 
Presbyterian-  minister,  w-ill  forbid  me  to  cast 
out  devils,  because  I  follow  nofthem ;  however, 
I  assure  you  I  am  anti-sectarian  and  do  not 
mean  to  make  a  party  in  this  place.”  What  a 
comment  on  the  Catholicism  of  the  age !  A  Meth¬ 
odist  preach  against  proselytism!  In  truth,  the  cry 
of  union  !  union  !  is  commonly  intended  to  cover 
ulterior  designs  and  increase  a  party.  Mr.  Pelton 
well  remarks  (p.  11  :)  “  We  know  that  union  is 
the  general  cry  of  the  day;  because  we  are  all 
united  in  circulating  the  Bible. — But  yet  I  am  not 
willing  to  annul  all  distinction  betw'een  truth  and 
error. — That  is  a  false  friendship  which  is  exercis- 
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ed  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  fiattcr  men,  they  an 
in  the  way  to  heaven,  vvlien  we  believe  they  are 
not.” 

According  to  Mr.  P.’s  account,  and  we  have  not 
a  doubt  of  its  truth,  from  his  know  integrity, 
and  the  character  of  the  Methodists  preachers,  he 
did  not  find  them  very  catholic  when  they  caine 
into  the  bounds  of  hi.s  congregation — they  read 
and  ridiculed  his  Confession  of  Faith,  and  himself 
was  the  object  of  their  abuse.  Harverstraw  and 
Hempstead,  where  he  labours  in’  two  united  con¬ 
gregations,  are  in  the  southern  part  of  Rockland 
countv,  in  the  state  of  New-York,  on  the  borders 
of  Jersey,  and  among  the  Highlands,  near  the 
North  river.  He  says,  “  it  is  the  common  prac¬ 
tice  among  Methodists,  (at  least  I  know  it  is  in 
some  places,)  to  receive  almost  any  person  into 
their .  society  who  is  willing  to  put  his  name  on 
their  class  paper,  when  the  person  himself  does 
not  even  pretend  to  hav'e  any  change  of  heart.  In 
this  way  the  greater  part  are  received  into  their 
communion  :  they  are  taken  on  trial  for  si.\  months, 
and  at  the  end  of  that  time  if  tliey  are  not  found 
to  be  too  outrageous  in  their  morals,, by  a  certain 
form,  they  become  ‘  members  in  full  communion.’  ” 
(pp.  9,  10.)  After  they  had  for  some  time  declaim¬ 
ed  in  his  neighbourhood  again.st  Calvinism,  and 
some  of  his  people  being  exposed  to  danger  from 
their  errors,  Mr.  P.  invited  the  Methodist  circuit 
rider,  to  meet  him  in  the  presence  of  the  people  of 
Harverstraw,  ’  and  investigate  the  points  about 
which  they  differed.  It  was  a  challenge  to  public 
argument,  on  the  Arminian  controversy.  Such 
public  disputations  were  common  in  the  time  of 
the  Reformation,  in  Germany,  in  Britain  and  in 
other  countries,  and  often  held  before  princes.  No 
less  men  than  Luther,  Melancton  and  Knox  were 
engaged  in  them.  About  the  end  of  the  last  cen- 


Review  of  the  Absurdities  of  Methodism.  60 

tury,  iii  neighbourhood  of  Pittsburgh,  (Pa.)  a 
Methodist  published  in  a  newspaper  a  challenge 
to  a  Presbyterian  Minister,  to  meet  him  in  a  pub¬ 
lic  disi)utation,  and  the  challenge  was  formally  ac¬ 
cepted,  in  a  newspaper-publication,  by  an  Associ¬ 
ate  lleformed  Minister  ;  the  time  was  set,  a  very 
<rreat  assemblage  of  people  collected,  and  on  a, 
stage  erected  for  the  purpose,  the  greater  part  of  a- 
day  was  spent  in  the  controversy.  Each  party,  as 
usual,  claimed  the  victory.  Of  late  the  public  was 
much  excited  by  a  challenge  from  a  Presbyterian, 
minister  in  Philadelphia,  offered  to  a  Universalist, 
and  a  subsequent  public  debate  which  lasted  for 
several  days,  and  the  result  of  which  was  an 
award  of  victory,  by  public  sentiment,  to  the  Pres¬ 
byterian.  Such  public  contests'in  the  age  of  the 
Reformation,  when  books  were  scarce  and '  few 
could  read,  might  be  allowable  and  certainly  were 
advantageous  to  the  cause  of  the  Reformers,  but 
in  this  reading  age  and  country,  where  nearly  all 
can  read,  and  when  the  opinions  of  men  are  rather 
formed,  or  at  least  established,  by  books ;  their 
propriety,  we  think  is  more  than  questionable. 
The  passions  are  inflamed,  wliile  the  judgment  is 
not  much  informed;  and  we  know  that  “the  wrath 
of  man  worketh  not  the  righteousnesss  of  God.” 

Though  the  circuit  rider  did  not  accept  the  chal¬ 
lenge,  the  gauntlet  was  at  length  taken  up  by  a 
Metiiodist  preacher  of  the  name  of  Kean,  who 
had  a  short  time  before  emiffrated  from  Ire- 

_  rr.  ^ 

land.  The  parties  met,  and  Mr.  Pelton’s  Absur¬ 
dities  of  Methodism,  contains  a  narrative  of  the 
disputation,,  conducted  in  the  form  of  question 
and  answer;,  together  with  a  refutation  of  the 
Methodist  scheme,  and  an  exhibition  of  its  absur¬ 
dities,  or  inconsistencies  with  itself,  and  with  truth 
.iienerailv.  The  narrative  of  the  debate  contains 
but  twenty  pages ;  the  remainder  of  the  book  is. 
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occupied  by  Mr.  P.’s  argument,  which  wiil  be 
much  more  profitable  in  the  defence  of  the  truth, 
than  weeks  of  such  public  disputations  with  an  un- 
eandid  and  evasive  adversary. 

The  Methodist  scheme  is  moulded  into  various 
shapes,  so  as  to  suit  the  different  states  of  society 
and  opinion,  where  attempts  are  made  for  its  in¬ 
troduction.  Mr.  Pelton  has  discovered  very  con¬ 
siderable  skill  and  industry  in  finding  out,  and  un¬ 
folding  what  is  its  true  import ;  and  this  he  has 
done  from  the  works  approved,  sanctioned,  and 
industriously  circulated  by  the  Methodist  leaders. 

He  runs  a  parallel  between  the  doctrines  of  Ar- 
minianism,  as  taught  by  Methodists,  and  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  From  Man’s 
Only  Aflair-^Thc  popish  Prayer  Bock,  p.  161,  he 
quotes  the  following  doctrine  of  Papists: — “God 
has  foreseen  from  all  eternity  that  1  should  cither 
make  a' good  use  of  the  graces  imparted  unto  me, 
and  that  I  should  live  and  persevere  in  the  censtant 
practice  of  virtue,  and  tliereby  save  n.y  soul ;  or 
that  I  should  abuse  his  graces,  abandon  myself  to 
irregular  passions,  die  in  my  sins,  and  thus  be  eter¬ 
nally  damned,”  (p.  46.)  This  is  what  the  Papists 
call  election  and  reprobation.  Wesley’s  doctrine 
(Dis.  Sect.  2.  part  11,  12.)  is  — “God  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  foreknew  all  men’s  be¬ 
lieving  ;  and  according  to  this  foreknowledge,  he 
chose  or  elected  all  obedient  believers,  as  such,  to 
salvation;  and  refused  or  reprobated  all  disobedi¬ 
ent  unbelievers,  as  such,  to  damnation.”  Again 
Wesley  teaches,  in  the  same  paragraph  as  above, 
respecting  believers,  “  they  were  not  clK»sen  before 
they  believed  the  truth,  and  before  they  believed  the 
gospel.  All  this  is  indeed  precisely  the  doctrine  of 
the  church  of  Rome,  and  is  to  all  intents  and  pur¬ 
poses,  the  sciieme  of  salvation  by  works.  The 
doctrine  of  the  Bible  is,  “  That  faitlv  is  the  gift  of 
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IGod.”  But  by  the  Arminian  tenet,  God  only 
elects  men  after  they  believe,  or  before  they  believe, 
(tor  Wesley  says  both,)  because  he  foresees  they 
will  believe,  hence  faith  is  of  themselves,  and  not 
the  r^ift  of  God ;  for  if  he  gives  faith  he  must  elect 
^Ihe  objects  on  whom  he  will  bestow  it,  as  they  are 
.40  be  saved,  this  amounts  to  eternal  election.  If 
^nan  believes  of  himself,  his  salvation  is  of  him- 
iself  and  by  works.  But  “  it  is  not  of  works  kst 
anv  man  should  boast.” 

The  doctrine  taught  in  these  Methodistic  and 
Popish  articles  is  the  media  scientia  of  the  Armin- 
ians,  c.vhibited  at  the  synod  of  Dort.  God  elects 
men  to  salvation  on  account  of  their  foreseen  faith 
and  good  works.  In  Ephesian  i.  4.  God  is  said  to 
have  “  chosen  us  in  Christ  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,  that  w'e  should  be  holy  and  w'ilhout 
blame  before  him  in  love.”  The  blessing  to  which 
we  are  here  said  to  have  been  elected  from  eternity, 
is  holiness.  But  that  to  which  we  are  elected  can¬ 
not  be  the  cause  of  our  election.  As  w'ell  might  we 
say  that  a  man  had  elected  a  woman  because  he  fore¬ 
saw  that  she  would  be  his  wife,  that  the  people  had 
elected  a  man  to  be  president,  because  they  foresaw 
that  he  would  be  president.  We  are  moreover  cho¬ 
sen  in  Christ,  who  must,  on  the  Methodist  scheme, 
1)8  said  to  have  been  appointed  a  Saviour  to  those 
who  shall  be  saved,  because  God  foresaw  that  they 
would  believe,  i.  e.  that  men  under  the  curse  of  the 
covenant  of  works,  without  God’s  ordaining  to 
give  them  faith,  would  of  themselves  believe,  and 
perform  good  works,  and  therefore  God  foreseeing 
that  they  would  believe  and  become  holy,  appoint-  ’ 
ed  a  Saviour  to  redeem  them,  not  from  sin,  for 
from  that  he  foresaw  that  they  w'ould  redeem 
themselves  by  their  faith  and  good  works, ,  nor 
trom  the  curse  of  the  law,  for  by  their  foreseen 
laith  and  good  works,  they  had  propitiated  the  di- 
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vine  wrath,  and  inclined  God  to  elect  them,  but  to 

redeem  them  I’rorn - no  evil  of  either  sin  or 

wrath.  This  in  truth  is  the  essence  of  this  unholy 
scheme  of  opposition  to  the  tree  grace  of  God — 
of  tiiis  unholy  scheme  of  placing  the  crown  of 
salvation  upon  the  head  of  man,  instead  of  pla¬ 
cing  it  on  the  head  of  Emmanuel. 

On  the  subject  of  man’s  ability,  and  God’s  wil¬ 
lingness  to  save  all,  he  sets  Popery  beside  Metho¬ 
dism  in  the  following  quotations,  pp.  53,  54.  Po¬ 
pery.  “  Depart  from  me  ye  cursed  into  everlast¬ 
ing  fire  which  was  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his 
angels.  I  created  and  destined  you  to  enjoy  eter¬ 
nal  happiness  in  heaven,  but  you  preferred  to  in¬ 
dulge  in  your  own  shameful  passions.”  (Man’s  only 
Affairs,  p.  36.)  The  Methodist  General  Confer¬ 
ence  say  “  If  then  you  say  he  calls  those  who  can¬ 
not  come,  those  w'hom  he  knows  to  be  unable  to 
come,  those  whom  he  can  make  able  to  come,  but 
will  not,  how  is  it  possible  to  describe  greater  in- 
.sincerity  ?”  While  the  Methodist  writings  abound 
with  such  passages,  it  is  strange  that  Mr.  Spicer 
and  other  Methodists,  when  it  suits  a  present  pur¬ 
pose,  should  deny  that  they  maintain  the  exploded 
Pelagian  heresy  of  man’s  ability  to  believe  of  him¬ 
self.  In  their  system  it  is  the  believer  who  makes 
himself  to  differ  from  the  unbeliever,  and  not  the 
free  grace  of  God,  by  the  special,  irresistible  and 
saving  operations  of  his  Holy  Spirit.  Our  Lord’s 
doctrine  is,  “  No  man  can  come  unto  me,  except 
the  Father  which  hath  sent  me,  draw  him.”  By  his 
Apostle  too,  he  teaches:  “It  is  not  of  him  thatwilleth, 
nor  of  him  that  runneth,  but  of  God  that  showeth 
mercy.”  Again,  “  Who  maketh  thee  to  differ 
from  another?  and  what  hast  thou  that  thou  didst 
not  receive?  1  Cor.  iv.  5.  Again,  Therefore 
hath  he  mercy  on  whom  he  will,  and  whom  he 
will,  he  pardoneth.”  Rom.  ix.  18.  No  sophistry 
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'can  weaken  the  force  of  these  declarations.  Those 
who  teacli  men  otherwise  and  Hatter  them  with  a 
delusive  confidence  in  tlieir  own  powers,  either 

I  natural,  or  moral,  thus  leading  them  away  from 
the  eftectual  working  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  mighty  power  which  he  wrought  in 
Christ  when  he  raised  him  from  the  dead,”*  do 
but  deceive  them.to  their  own  ruin.  Those  whose 
faith  is  wrought  by  any  power  less  than  the  om¬ 
nipotent  agency  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  may  indeed 
lose  that  faith  and  fall  away  from  that  fancied 
grace. 

On  the  subject  of  election  again,  the  Papist  says, 
(Man’s  Only  AHair,  p.  157.)  “  Perhaps  you  will 

say  either  1  shall  be  saved,  or  I  shall  be  damned. 
If  I  am  to  be  saved,  let  me  do  what  I plectse,  I  shall 
be  saved.  But  if,  on  the  contrary,  I  am  to  be 
damned,  let  me  do  what  good  I  will,  nay,  if  /  be¬ 
come  the  greatest  saint  in  existence,  I  shall  inevitably 
be  damned.  Thus  my  lot  is  already  determined, 
I  need  not,  therefore,  trouble  myself  about  what  is 
to  come.”  This  is ’.the  Popish  argument  against 
election.  Now  hear  the  Methodist,  (Gen.  Con. 
Tract,  7,  194.)  “From  each  of  these  assertions,” 
(of  the  doctrine  of  election,)  “  the  whole  conse- 
({iience  follows,  clear  as  the  noonday  sun.  There¬ 
fore  the  elect  shall  be  saved,  do  what  they  will 4 
the  reprobate  shall  be  damned  do  what  they  can.” 
Again  (Tract  2,  p.  40.)  “  He  forceth  us  to  be 

damned.”  Since  both  the  Methodist  and  the  Pa¬ 
pist  admit  that  God  foresaw,  or  foreknew  from  all 
eternity  those  who  will  be  saved,  and  those  who 
sliall  perish,  is  the  faturition  of  these  events  not  as 
certain,  as  they  can  be  by  an  unchangeable  decree  ? 
Were  it  possible  that  any  could  be  added  to  the 
number  of  those  whom  God  foresaw  would  be  sa¬ 
ved,  then  his  foreknowledge  would  be  nothing 

*  Ephesians,  i.  20. 
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but  fore-ignorance,  or  error.  Hence,  by  their  ad¬ 
mission  there  was  a  certainty  in  the  divine  mind 
frcih  all  eternity  of  those  who  shall  believe,  ami  of 
those  who  shall  be  damned  ;  all  this  impious  rant 
is  equally  as  applicable  to  what  they  admit,  as  to 
the  scheme  to  which  they  oppose.  'For  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  saved  is  unalterably  fixed  in  the  divine 
prescience.  Hr.  Clarke  sees  this  conclusion,  and 
knowing  no  other  way  to  evade  its  force,  he  blas¬ 
phemously  denies  in  his  commentary  on  Acts,  iv. 
28,  that  .God  does  foreknow  all  things.  Thus 
he  denies  the  omniscience  of  his  Creator  rather 
than  abandon  a  scheme  so  dear  to  the  corruptions 
of  the  human  heart.  We  do  hope  that  this  ex¬ 
treme,  to  which  a  learned  and  acute  Methodist 
writer  is  driven,  will  ojien  the  eyes  of  men  upon 
the  wickedness  of  the  Arminian  tenets.  And 
tho  igh  some  Methodist  ministers  may,  and  do 
preach  Dr.  Clarke’s  blasphemies,  we  hope  the 
moral  sense  of  the  Christian'  community,  low  as 
it  is  in  sonic  quarters,  will  prevent  the  greater  part 
of  them  fiom  adventuring  openly  on  such  impiety. 
But  to  return  to  the  Popish  Prayer  Book  and 
Methodist  General  Conference  which  reply  against 
God  ;  the  objections  which  they  urge  in  the  above 
passages,  proceed  either  from  utter  ignoranee  of 
.the  Calvinistic  doctrines,  or  from  a  v.  anton  misrep¬ 
resentation  of  them :  tire  former,  in  charity,  we  hope. 
The  Calvinists  maintain  that  the  decree  fixes 
as  unalterablv  the  means,  as  the  salvation  of  the 
elect.  Jesus  Clirist  the  Redeemer  is  elected  as  the 
head  of  thc  vvhole  redeemed  family;  faith,  by  which 
we  become  interested  in  his  righteousness,  is  or¬ 
dained  in  the  decree,  to  be  bestowed  on  them  as 
God’s  gift;  for  we  are  chosen  to  bo  without 
blame  Irefore  him  in  love,  that  love  is  wrought  by 
faith — and  to  sanctification,  by  which  we  are  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  blessedness  of  the 


Review  of  the  Absurdities  of  Methodism.  75 

heavenly  states ;  for,  “we  are  predestinated  to  be 
;  conformed  to  the  image  of  his  Son.”  Christ  says, 

I  (Prov.  viii.)  “  f  'V3.s  set  up  from  everlasting” — The 
sure  decree  passed  in  eternity  that  he  should  ap- 
!  pear  in  the  fullness  of  time  and  make  reconcilia- 
I  tion  for  iniipiity  in  our  nature.  These  errorists 
’I  might  as  well  say,  since  it  was  decreed  that  he 
/  should  save  sijiners,  he  would  save  them,  whether 
he  came  in  our  iiature  or  not,  whether  he  died 
I  or  not,  whether  he  rose  again  from  the  dead 
or  not — that  he  should  save  them,  whether  he 
saved  the.m  or  not.  Our  salvation  in  a  great 
part  consists  in  our  being  brought  to  holiness ; 
hence,  we  are  said  to  be  elected  to  be  holy  and 
without  blame,  and  to  be  predestinated  to  confor¬ 
mity  to  the  divine  image;  and  when  Papists  and 
Methodists  use  this  tleclamation,  which  is  in  the 
mouth  of  all  from  the  General  Conference,  down 
to  the  illiterate  village  vox  el  preterea  nihil,  they 
just  say  in  substance  ;  if  there  is  an  unalterable  de- 
cree  of  a  definite  number  to  be  saved,  they  will  be 
saved  wljether  they  will  be  saved  or  not.  Again, 
if  the  nuniber-of  ihe  reprobate  is  fixed,  then  they 
will  be  damned,  whether  they  are  damned  or  not. 
One  remark  farther  on  this  topic.  As  a  great  part 
of  salvation  consists  in  our  restoration  to  holiness ; 
if  God  elects  us  either  for  present,  or  foresaw  faith 
and  holmoss,  his  choosing  of  us  consists  in  his  ap- 
j)oiiiting  U3  to  the  very  thing  ho  sees  us  to  possess, 
as  he  determines  to  save  us,  because  we  are  saved. 
t)n  the  subject  of  free  will,  Wesley  says,  (Dis.  Sec. 
d,  par.  27. j: — “We  believe  that  in  the  moment 
Adam  fell,  he  had  not  tliat  freedom  of  will  left, 
but  that  God,  when  of  his  own  free  grace,  he  gave 
the  promise  f»f  a  Saviour  to  him  and  his  posterity, 
graciously  restored  to  mankind  a  liberty  and  now- 
er  to  accept  of  the  profiered  salvation.”  And  the 
General  Conference  (Tract,  5,  p.  140.): — “We 
only  assert  that  there  is  a  measure  of  free  will  sii- 
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peinaturaliy  rcstoied  to  every  man.”  The  Papist 
say>!,  “  it  (lepei.ds  on  yourtscli'  to  gain  this  same  i 
happiness  and  sj<eaking  of  one  who  had  con\crt- 
ea  himseit  by  mcchtation ;  “  It  is  in  your  power 
also,  to  cause  to  picdnce  tiie  like  happy  efi'ects  on 
you.”  i^ee  pp.  G8,  09. 

Here  the  Alelhodist  finds  much  room  for  evasion, 
when  he  is  charged  with  making  man  his  own  sa¬ 
viour.  He  rej/Iies,  I  ascribe  the  saving  change  to 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  not  to  any  ener¬ 
gy.  that  he  possesses  in  himself  since  the  fall.*  But 
he  equivocates ;  for  he  does  not  mean,  a  saving  or 
irresistible  operation  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  re¬ 
generates  the  soul,  but  a  common  operation  oi 
nreasure  of  grace  givetr  to  every  man,  at  the  reve¬ 
lation  of  the  first  promise,  so  that  no  man  is  born 
in  a  helpless  state,  but  at  the  moment  of  his  birth  ■ 
he  has  a  portion  of  grace  imparted  to  him,  which 
he  continues  to  pos.sess  until  the  day  of  his  deaths 
Tlius  all  men  are  placed  on  an  equal  footing,  and 
God  gives  this  grace  in  common  to  all,  and  sends 
Christ  to  die  for  all,  and  proclaims  the  gospel  to 
all,  and  intends,  and  w’ishes  all  to  be  saved.  This  f 
in  fact  is  to  place  all  men  precisely  where  Adam 
was  in  innoccncy,  and  to  renew  the  covenant  of 
works.  What  had  Adam  but  grace  enabling  him, 
provided  he  would  rightly  use  the  divine  bounty, 
to  stand,  yet  liable  to  abuse  it,  and  fall.  Had 
Adam  stood  for  himself  personally  alone,  and  not 
for  the  w  hole  human  race,  and  thus  deny  that  he  , 
fell  as  our  representative,  then  his  posterity  would  ] 
have  been  born  into  the  w  orld  precisely  in  that  state 
as  theMethodist  says  all  men  now  are  born.  Every 
descendent  of  Adam  would  have  had  a  stock  of 
grace  like  his  ancestor,  w  liich  he  might  improve  so 
us  to  secure  his  everlasting  happiness,  or  abuse  so 
as  to  accomplish  his  own  ruin.  Hence  on  their 
scheme,  the  fall  of  Adam  produced  no  manner  of 
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I  clianfc  in  the  condition  of  the  human  family,  ex- 
j  cent  that  Adam  became  a  sinner,  and  set  an  evil 
example  to  his  posterity,  which  they  have  imitated, 

'  and  by  imitation  have  become  sinners.  This  is 
on  ;  „  their  scheme  in  its  length  and  breadth.  How  are 
.‘4 all  men  then  “by  nature  children  of  wrath?’’  How 
Jn,  “  the  imaginations  of  man’s  heart  only  evil  from 

sa-  M  his  youth?”  Gen.  viii.  21 .  How  has’  “death  passed 
to  'M  upon  all  men  for  that  all  have  sinned?”  Rom.  v.  12. 
er-  M  How  are  men  “by  nature  dead  in  trespasses  and 
!ut  M  sins?”  Eph.  ii.  1.  Can  all  this  be  true  and  yet 
or  a  every  man  have  as  much  grace  as  Adam  had  in 
re-  innocency?  On  this  scheme  there  is  nothing  left 
of  'W  for  Christ  to  do.  It  is  not  to  save  men  from  their 
/e-  9  sins ;  for  they  are  not  chargeable,  says  the  Metho- 

rn  J  dist,  with  Adam’s  sin,  and  soTar  from  being  sinners 
•th  3  as  tiiey  are  born  into  the  world,. they  have  a  stock 
ch  J  nf  grace  as  Adam  had,  sufficient  to  work  outtheir 
th,  Im  own  salvation  ;  it  is  not  to  save  them  from  evil  ex- 
nd  ample ;  for  that  they  must  do  by  the  common 
ds  "  ■  stock  of  grace  given  to  them  all  when  they  are 
to  born ;  it  is  not  to  save  them  from  liell ;  for  as  they 
lig  ■  ' have  grace  and  are  without  sin,  they  cannot  be  e.x- 
posed  to  it ;  and  it  is  not  to  take  them  to  heaven, 
for  being  endowed  with  grace,  and  uncondemned, 
they  are  themselves  in  the  high  road  to  the  man¬ 
sions  of  blessedness.  But  it  will  be  said  all  this 
grace  is  given  to  men  through  Christ,  and  on  account 
of  his  death,  still  it  will  -  not  avail  to  relieve  them 
from  the  difficulty;  for  then  all  that  he  does 
by  his  incarnation  and  death,  is  to  re-establish  the 
covenant  of  works  with  men,  and-make  them  their 
own  saviours,  in  vvhich  there  is  no  more,  grace  or 
mercy  in  the  salvation  of  sinners,  than  there  would 
have  been  in  Adam’s  preservation,  had  he  stood. 
Let  all  who  would  know  the  truth,  beware  of  this 
monstrous  system,  and  fly  for  deliverance  from  sin 
and  from  the  curse  of  the  broken  covenant  of  works 
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to  the  sovereign  grace  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus;  for 
“  verily  there  is  no  name  given  under  heaven,  nor 
among  men,  whereby  we  can  be  saved  but  by  the 
name  of  Jesus.”  Mr.  Pelton  as  we  shall  see  here¬ 
after,  thinks  that  no  Methodist,  who  understands, 
and  acts  upon  the  Methodist  scheme  can  be  saved. 
Far  be  it  from  us  to  say  that  no  nominal  Methodist 
is  in  a  state  of  grace ;  but  this  we  do  say,  that 
any  man  who  thinks  to  save  hinfiself  without  the 
special  aid  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  who  thinks  to 
stand  in  his  own  strength,  builds  on  a  sandy  foun¬ 
dation.  ‘‘By  grace  are  ye  saved  through  faith,  and 
that  not  of  ourselves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God.” 


REVIEW. 

The  Hieroglyphic  Bible;  or  select  passages  in  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  represented  with  emblematical  figures,  for  the 
amusement  of  youth ;  designed  chielly  to  familiarize  tender  age; 
in  a  pleasing  and  di veiling  manner,  with  an  early  idea  ot  the 
Holy  Scriptures.  To  whicli  are  subjoined,  a  short  account  of 
the  lives  of  the  Evangelists,  and  other  pieces,  lllusiraitd  with 
nearly  Jive  hundred  cuts.  Second  edition.  Boston,  lbl4,  pp. 
144.  Duodecimo. 

It  is  but  lately  that  this  book  has  come  into  our 
hands;  whether  it  is  the  work  of  a  Roman  Catho-  ’ 
lie,  of  a  Socinian,  or  of  some  misguided  Protes¬ 
tant,  w’ho  calls  himself  orthodox,  we  have  not  the 
means  of  knowing.  But  from  whatever  quarter  it 
comes,  it  is  of  dangerous  tendency.  To  “  amvst 
and  divert”  children,  as  the  title  page  imports,  with 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  with  the  sacred  truths  of 
Christianity,  is  a  gross  perversion  of  divine  things. 
Men  are  ready  enough,  without  being  formally 
taught  in  youth,  to  consider  the  Bible  a  play-thing. 
These  five  hundred  cuts  have  a  tendency  to  secu¬ 
larise,  rather  than  to  maturalize  the  conceptions  of 
children,  in  relation  to  the  doctrines  of  the  grace 
of  God,  and  so  to  degrade  them  in  their  estimation.. 
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less  than  50  of  these  cuts  profess  to  be  re¬ 
presentations  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  and  of  tlie  divine  attributes.  The  Holy 
Spirit  is  represented  by  the  figure  of  a  dove,  with 
rays  of  light  surrounding  it,  or  by  the  face  of  a  man 
and  the  wings  of  a  (love,  breathing  into  man’s 
nostrils  the  breath  of  life.  The  Lord  the  King,  l)y 
a  inan  with  a  crown  on  his  head.  Christ  Jesus 
is  rej>resentcd  in  the  several  stages  of  Ins  life,  while 
tabernacling  among  us,  at  his  death,  and  at  the 
last  judgment,  by  the  figure  of  a  babe,  the  head 
surrounded  by  a  halo,  the  figure  of  a  man,  and  of 
a  man  hanging  on  the  cross,  and  lying  in  the  grave, 
and  mounting  up  into  the  clouds:  also  by  the  fig¬ 
ures  of  a  lion  and  a  lamb.  The  eyes  of  the  Lord 
and  his  hands,  are  represented  by  the  figures  of 
those  parts  of  the  body.  In  the  liand,  the  wrist 
is  surrounded  by  a  halo.  Now,  against  all  this, 
we  enter  our  solemn  protest,  as  we  deem  it  idola¬ 
trous  and  impious.  Indeed  we  are  surprised  that 
many  who  are  called  .sensible  and  orthodox  chris- 
tians  do  not  object  to  pictures  of  the  humanity  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in  their  Bibles,  or  hung  up 
to  ornament  their  rooms.  This  is  the  very  es¬ 
sence  of  idolatry.  It  is  remarkable  that  in  the 
Evangelists  we  have  no  account  of  Christ  s  fea¬ 
tures.  His  stature  is  not  recordc'd,  nor  the  colour 
of  his  hair,  nor  the  expression  of  his  countenance, 
nor  have  we  in  collateral  history  any  \yell  authen¬ 
ticated  account  of  any  of  these  particulars.  The 
prophet  Isaiah,  indeeci,  says  that  “  there  is  no  form 
norcomeliness,  nor  any  beauty,  wherefor  we  should 
desire  him ;  and  that  his  visage  w’as  more  marred 
than  any  man,  and  his  form  than  the  sons  of  men.’'^ 
As  far  as  this  goes  it  is  in  direct  contradiction  to 
the  usual  reoresentations,  which  exhibit  the  coun¬ 
tenance  of  Christ  exquisitely  beautiful,  and  his  head 
surrounded  with  rays-  of  glory.  The  indulgence’ 
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of  fancy  in  this  business  is  injurious  to  faith,  by 
whicii  alone  we  can  have  true  and  just  spiritual 
perceptions  of  “the  glory  of  the  Only  Begotten  of 
the  Father  full  of  grace  and  truth.” 

The  fact  that  the  Hieroglyphic  Bible  has  gone 
througii  a  second  edition,  shews  that  it  is  encour> 
aged;  and  from  some  other  circumstances,  we 
fear  that  it  is  considerably  used  in  the  instruction 
of  youth  in  New  England.  The  Roman  Pontilf 
could  not  wish,  nor  devise,  a  better  pioneer  for  the 
introduction  of  popery  into  the  United  State.®, 
could  he  have  it  generally  introduced  into  the  pri¬ 
mary  schools.  The  prevalence  of  ignorance  and 
the  progress  of  error  in  any  Christian  country,  ap¬ 
proximate  to  Popery,  and  we  ought  not  to  wonder 
that  it  is  making  considerable  pi  ogress  in  the  Uni¬ 
ted- States; 

There  are  several  questions  for  children  appen¬ 
ded  to  this  little  book,  which  give  no  higher  com¬ 
mendation  to  Christ,  than  that  he  was  the  best- 
man. 


QUESTIONS  FOR  THE  EVANGELICAL  WITNESS. 

Infidels  and  heretics  often  ask  the  following  and 
similar  questions  of  plain  Christians,  who  have 
not  applied  their  minds  to  such  critical  matters. 
You  will,  I  think,  promote  the  cause  of  truth,  and 
strengthen  the  hands  of  some  of  your  readers,  by 
answering  the  following  enquiries,  and  solving 
these  seeming  difficulties. 

Quest.  1st.  What  is  the  meaning  of  that  passage, 

1  Peter,  iii.  19,  20.  “By  which  also  he  preached 
to  the  spirits  in  prison ;  which  sometime  were  dis¬ 
obedient,  when  once  the  long  suffering  of  God 
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T^’aited  in  the  days  of  Noah,  while  the  ark  was  a 
preparing  ?” 

Ans.  This  text  has  long  been  quoted  by  Roman 
Catholics  as  a  proof  of  purgatory.  Their  inter¬ 
pretation  is  that  Christ’s  human  soul,  between  the 
time  of  his  crucifixion  and  resurrection,  was  in  the 
prison  of  hell,  preaching  to  the  souls  of  those  who 
perished  in  their  sins  at  the  time  of  Noah’s  flood, 
This  interpretation  is  inadmissible :  for,  1 .  The  soul 
of  Christ  was  in  paradise  during  the  period  referred 
to.  “  And  Jesus  said  to  him,  verily  I  say  unto  thee, 
to  day  thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  paradise.”  2.  It 
w’as  the  Holy  Spirit  that  preached  to  the  spirits  in 
prison,  and  not  the  human  soul  of  Christ.  3.  The 
time  of  that  preaching  was  in  the  days  of  Noah, 
4.  No  reason  can  be  assigned  why  Christ’s  soul 
should  preach  to  those  only  who  perished  in  Noah’s 
flood,  and  not  to  others  who  had  died  in  their  sins. 
.5.  It  is  not  said  that  the  Spirit  preached  to  those 
that  were  in  prison,  but  to  those  in  prison  ;  for  there 
is  no  verb  either  in  the  original,  or  in  our  transla¬ 
tion. 

It  is  easy  now  to  ascertain  the  import  of  the 
passage.  Christ  was  quickened  at  his  resurrection 
by  that  Spirit,  which  in  the  days  of  Noah,  for  120 
years,  while  the  ark  was  in  building,  though  the 
Spirit  strove  with  them  by  Noah’s  preaching,  and 
God  w’aited,  saying,  “  the  days  of  man  shall  be  one 
hundred  and  tw’enty  years,  yet  they  are  now  in  the 
prison  of  hell,  having  incorrigibly  resisted  the 
Spirit.  The  apostle  here  demonstrates  that  Christ 
was  the  Saviour  of  sinners  in  the  days  of  old,  and 
did  then  by  his  Spirit  strive  with  sinners  as  he  does 
now  in  New  Testament  times.  Let  all  beware  of 
resisting  the  spirit. 

Q.  2d.  Why  is  the  gospel  said,  1  Pet.  iv.  6.  to 
be  "preached  to  them  that  are  dead  ?” 

A.  It  is  tlie  same  doctrine  which  the  apostle 
teaches  here  as  in  the  preceding  passage.  It  is 
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not  said  the  gospel  is  preached  to  those  who  are 
dead,  but  to  tiiose  who  zoere,  by  whicii  lie  asserts, 
that  in  times  past,  as  lor  example,  in  the  Jewish 
dispensation,  men  had  the  way  ol  salvation  through 
a  Saviour  made  known  to  them.  Here,  indeed, 
the  result  is  diti’erent;  for  though  the  persons,  to 
which  he  refers,  were  evilly  entreated  by  men,  and 
hard  judgments  were  pronounced  upon  them  by 
the  ungodly,  yet  “  they  lived  according  to  God,”  in 
the  way  of  the  divine  commandments,  in  the  Spirit, 
or  through  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  ap¬ 
plied  eflTectualiy  for  their  salvation  the  gospel  which 
was  preached  to  them. 

Q,.  3d.  In  what  respect  is  Noah  called  the  eighth 
preacher  of  righteousness,  2  Pet.  ii.  5,  when  in  the 
genealogy,  Gen.  v.  he  is  the  eleventh  from  Adam  ? 

A.  It  is  not  said  here  as  of  Enoch,  Jude,  1 4,  that 
he  is  numbered  from  Adam.  The  supplement, 
person,  “Noah  the  eighth  /lerson,”  “a  preacher,” 
&c.  is  properly  inserted.  There  is  no  definite  ar¬ 
ticle  111  tlie  original.  Axx’  oy^cov  Nas  SiMUcavirt;  KTifVKx 
i^vXu^e,  he  saved  Noah,  an  eighth /icrson,  a  preach¬ 
er,  &c. — one  of  the  eight  saved  in  the  ark.  The 
mountain  on  which  the  ark  rested,  is  said  to  be 
called  by  the  name  eight,  on  account  of  the  num¬ 
ber  of  persons  saved  from  the  deluge. 

[to  be  conti.nved.] 
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Died,  Dec.  26th,  1 025.  James  Clark,  in  the  52tl 
year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Clark  was  the  father  of 
William  Clark,  of  whom  an  obituarv  notice,  some 
time  since  was  inserted  in  this  journal.  To  the 
instructions  which  from  his  childhood  that  god¬ 
ly  youth  received  from  an  aflcctionate  and  ))ious 
father,  we  may  ascribe,  as  means,  his  peaceful  and 
consolatarv  death.  The  father  was  not  long  in 
following  a  beloved  son  to  the  tomb,  and,  we  have 
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o-oud  reason  to  lippe,  to  that  blessed  land  of  ever¬ 
lasting^  peace,  “  were  the  wicked  cease  from  troub- 
linsz,  and  whore  the  weary  are  at  rest.” 

The  subject  of  tiiis  notice  was  a  native  of  Scot¬ 
land,  where  he  was  a  member  of  the  lleformed 
I’resbyterian  Church,  and  was  early  educated  by 
a  fatlier  of  exemj)lary  godliness  in  a  knowledge 
of  the  doctrines  of  the  grace  of  God  ;  so  that  from 
a  child,  like  Timothy,  he  knew  the  Scriptures. 
About  twenty  years  ago,  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States.  For  a  fevy  years  he  resided  in  New- 
V  ork,  where  lie  was  an  early  member  of  the  lie- 
I'ormed  Fresbyterian  congregation  under  the  pas¬ 
toral  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  McLeod.  From  iSievv- 
York  he  removed  to  this  village  about  eighteen 
years  since,  and  became  a  member  of  the  Reform¬ 
ed  Presbyterian  congregation  of  Coldenham,  to 
which  the  few  families  of  that  church  in  Newburgh 
were  at  that  time  attached.  Not  long  after  his 
removal  to  Newburgh  he  was  ordained  to  the  of- 
lice  of  ruling  elder.  In  early  life  he  had  had  an 
opj)ortunity  of  acquiring  some  classical  education, 
and  ho  was  e.Ytensively  read  in  ecclesiastical  history, 
particularly  in  that  of  the  Reformation  of  the  six¬ 
teenth  century.  With  the  history  and  sulferings 
of  th  '  Uritish  Reformers,  and  with  their  principles 
uii  l  plans  of  ecclesiastical  order  he  was  intimate¬ 
ly  acciuainted,  and  for  the  characters  and  writings 
of  those  eminent  men,  who  did  and  suffered  so 
much  for  the  cause  of  God  and  man,  he  always 
cherislied  a  very  high  respect ;  and  was  active  and 
enterprising  in  his  endeavours  to  promote  the 
cause  of  truth,  and  a  covenanted  reformation  in 
the  country  of  his  adoption.  In  Newburgh  he 
long  exerted  himself,  but  for  many  years  without 
much  prospect  of  success,  for  the  organization  of 
a  Reformed  Presbyterian  congregation.  Before 
his  death,  however,"  he  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing, 
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partly  through  his  own  eiiorts,  a  neat  and  comfort¬ 
able  churcii  erected,  a  congregation  organized  un¬ 
der  favourable  prospects  of  prosperity,  a  pastor 
settled  over  it,  and  the  cause  respected  by  all  or¬ 
thodox,  godly  and  sensible  Christians  in  the  vicin- 

tty- 

Mr.  C.  possessed  great  native  v  igor  of  intellect, 
cultivated  by  much  reading  of  the  best  theological 
works,  and  his  mind  was  well  stored  with  sound 
evangelical  doctrines,  whieh  were  the  ordinary 
subjects,  among  Christian  brethren,  of  his  enlight¬ 
ened  conversation.  Had  he  moved  in  what  the 
world  calls  a  higher  sphere,  and  had  he  possessed 
the  means  of  the  farther  cultivation  of  literature,  he 
would  have  been  esteemed,  what  he  was  in  fact,  a 
great  man.  He  was  an  able  writer,  wrote  much, 
and  has  amassed  a  considerable  body  of  manu¬ 
scripts.  As  he  was,  in  the  true  spirit  of  the  body 
to  which  he  belonged,  an  enlightened  friend  of  the 
rights  of  man — of  national  and  scriptural  liberty, 
he  entertained  exalted  views  of  the  destiny  of  the 
United  States.  Though  he  regretted,  as  every 
good  man  must,  that  God,  and  the  Mediator  his 
exalted  Son,  and  his  Bible  are  not  honoured  in  the 
political  institutions  of  the  United  States,  yet  every 
thing  connected  with  theirinterest  was  dear  to  him. 
Often  have  we  heard  him  discourse  with  enlighten¬ 
ed  enthusiasm  of  the  effect  w'hich  the  United  States 
and  the  church  here,  would  have  on  the  great  fam¬ 
ily  of  nations,  and  on  the  interest  of  the  church  in 
other  lands.  , 

He  wrote  and  jiublished  in  the  public  journals 
some  able  essays  on  the  subject  of  internal  improv- 
ments  in  our  country.  His  pen  too  has  been  em¬ 
ployed  for  this  journal. 

We  believe  we  might  assert  with  entire  accura¬ 
cy,  that  for  the  period  of  upwards  of  twenty-five 
years  that  he  .was  the  head  of  a  family,  no  night  or 
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morning  ever  passed,  when  he  was  in  his  house- 
liold,  and  in  health,  without  the  performance  of 
family  worship.  He  always  sung  a  portion  of 
David’s  Psalms,  read  a  chapter  of  the  Bible  and 
ottered  up  a  prayer,  in  these  domestic  devotions, 
and  his  prayers  breathed  a  peculiarly  devotional 
and  fervent  spirit.  On  the  Lord’s  day  he  never 
made  or  received  any  visits  of  ceremony.  To 
the  religious  education  of  his  children  he  was  pe¬ 
culiarly  attentive,  and  in  the  communication  of  his 
instructions  to  his  household,  wnile  his  family  re¬ 
cited  the  Siiorter  Catechism,  his  explanatory  ques¬ 
tions  and  remarks,  as  the  writer  of  this  notice  has 
witnessed,  savoured  more  of  the  able  theologian 
than  of  the  common  layman.  Withal,  his  doc¬ 
trines  and  tenour  of  life  often  subjected  him  to  the 
reproach  of  “  illiberal,  bigot,  uncharitable/’  &.c.  by 
the  ungodly,  and  by  loose  living  and  loo.se  think¬ 
ing  professors  wlio  neither  understood  him,  nor 
knew  how  to  appreciate  the  enlightened  and  truly 
liberal  system  of  gospel  truth  which  he  held.  Now 
he  is  beyond,  far  beyond  the  reach  of  such  re¬ 
proaches. 

His  extraordinary  labours  and  toils  in  the  im¬ 
provement  of  a  valuable  property  which  he  had 
purchased  on  the  west  side  of  Shawangunk  moun¬ 
tain,  on  what  is  now  the  route  of  the  Hudson  and 
Delaware  canal,  had  considerably  impaired  his 
naturally  vigorous  constitution,  before  the  death  of 
his  son  William.  The  watching  and  anxiety  du¬ 
ring  the  last  illness  of  a  beloved  child,  and  the 
severe  blow  inflicted  by  the  death  of  one,  who, 
though  but  a  youth,  had  become  his  companion^ 
hastened  his  descent  into  the  grave.  He  appearr 
ed,  indeed,  resigned,  but  the  stroke  was  severe  and 
he  felt  it  deeply..  Soon  after  his' son’s  death,  he 
was  seized  with  a  violent  fever,  which  was  long 
protracted,  brought  him  near  to  the  gates  of  death, 
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and  of  which  he  never  recovered.  In  this  afflic¬ 
tion  he  was  patient,  always  said,  “  the  will  of 
the  Lord  be  done,”  and  e.xpicssed,  wiiiie  ac¬ 
knowledging  his  many  sins,  and  great  imper¬ 
fections,  a  confident  hope  of  a  glorious  immor¬ 
tality.  Among  the  minor  sources  of  comfort  in 
meditating  on  the  blessedness  of  the  heavenly 
state,  he  anticipated  joy  in  meeting  there  with^ 
beloved  son  and  daughter  w  ho  had  gone  thither, 
as  they  gave  good  evidence,  before  him.  To  some 
this  may  appear  improper.  But  for  ourselves,  we 
do  not  doubt,  that  godly  ministers  and  their  godly 
people,  pious  parents  and  their  children,  and  be¬ 
loved  Christian  friends  will  recognize  each  other 
with  joyful  transports  in  realms  of  glory — and  that 
the  joys  of  redemption  by  the  precious  blood  of 
their  common  Saviour,  will  be  heightened,  by  the 
communion  of  such  saints  with  each  other  in  glory. 
The  w^eakness  induced  by  the  protracted  fever, 
brought  on  a  pulmonary  consumption,  which  con¬ 
ducted  him  down  peaceably  to  the  grave.  He 
saw  his  coming  end,  and  was  prepared  to  meet  it 
in  reliance  on  the  merits,  as  he  said,  of  his  Re¬ 
deeming  Head.  Some  time  before  his  death, 
when  he  saw  it  approaching,  he  expressed  consid¬ 
erable  anxiety  respecting  his  children,  w  ho  were 
to  be  left  without  a  father’s  care,  and  his  wife  who 
was  to  be  bereaved  of  a  husband  to  provide  for 
her — all  to  be  exposed  to  hardships  in  a  merciless 
world.  But,  for  several  days  before  his '  dissolu¬ 
tion,  his  faith  surmounted  this  trial,  w'hich  is  com¬ 
monly  the  last  with  affectionate  parents.  He  said, 
“lean  now  commend  you  all  with  confidence  to 
the  care  of  Him  who  hath  redeemed  me.”  His  lat¬ 
ter  end  was  emphatically  peace.  “  Blessed  are  the 
dead  that  die  in  the  Lord." 
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Beformed  Presbytery  of  Pittsburgh. 

Rev-.  John  Canon,  Greensburgh,  Pa. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Gill,  Brushcreek,  Pa. 

Rev.  Matthew  Williams,  Pinecreek,  Pa. 

Rev.  J)r.  Black,  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Rev.  William  Gibson,  late  of  Canonsburgh,  Pa. 

Rev.  Robert  Gibson,  Griersburgh,  Pa.- 

Rev.  Charles  M’Kee,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Mr.  Wallace,  near  Chilicothe,  Ohio. 

Rev.  Gavin  M’Millan,  Beechwoods,  Ohio . 

Licentiates,  M  ossrs.  Guthrie  and  Ewing. 
Vacant  Congregations,  5. 

Number  of  communicants,  about  1000. 
Number  of  souls,  about  3000. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  withih 
the  present  bounds  of  this  Presbytery,  there  were 
not  marc  than  20  members.  Dr.  Black,  the  first 
Reformed  Presbyterian  minister  settled  west  of  the 
mountains,  was  ordained  January,  1800. 

Number  of  Ministers  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y. 


Reformed  Presbyterian, 

o 

^  • 

Associate  Reformed, 

3. 

Reformed  Dutch, 

2. 

Episcopal, 

2. 

Presbyterian, 

16. 

Baptist, 

3. 

Methodist; 

2, 

Total 

30. 

Without  Divine  Ordinances,  at  least  15,000  souls. 
VVhole  population  of  the  county,  45,000. 
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It  would  seem  that  in  several  instances,'  the 
union  of  the  Associate  Keloimcd  Sjneri  with  tlip 
Presbyterian  Church,  under  the  care  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Assembly,  has  not  been  productive  of  much 
honor  or  comfort  to  the  [;arties.  In  iilustration  of 
this,  we  might  refer  to  the  case  of  one  of  those 
ministers  of  the  Associate  llcfcrmed  Church,  wlio 
was  pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  congregation  in  Al¬ 
bany,  to  two  who  were  pastors  of  Associate  Re¬ 
formed  congregations  in  New -York,  to  one  wlio 
had  been  pastor  of  a  congregation  of  the  same 
body  in  Philadelphia,  end  to  recent  assurances 
respecting  the  Rev.  Messrs,  Duncan  of  Baltimore, 
and  McLean,  of  Gettysburgh.  Besides  these 
six,  two  of  whom  are  dead,  we  know  of  but  five  of 
the  Associate  Reformicd  ministers  now  living,  who 
at  first  became  connected  with  the  General  As- 
.sembly. 

In  relation  to  the  case  of  Messrs.  Duncan  and 
McLean,  we  give  the  following  facts,  copied  from 
the  “  minutes  of  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia,  at 
their  meeting,  held  in  Baltimore,  betwern  Octo¬ 
ber  27th,  and  November  1st,  1025.”  It  would 
seem,  from  tlie  minutes,  that  Dr.  Ely,  who  was  ap¬ 
pointed  chairman  of  the  committee,  to  examine 
the  records  of  the  Second  Presbytery  of  Phila¬ 
delphia,  was  a  leader  in  the  measures  recorded  be¬ 
low'.  .Those  w’ho  approve  of  the  act  of  tlie  Sy¬ 
nod,  (as  w’e  do,)  will  award  honor  to  those  w’ho 
took  the  lead  in  carrying  it  through.  Though  we 
learn  that  the  congregations  of  those  gentlemen 
are  determined  to  adhere  to-them,  yet  we  are  per¬ 
suaded  that  a  few'  more  instances  of  the  prompt 
and  faithful  exercise  of  discipline,  in  the  General 
Assembly  and  its  subordinate  jndicatcrie.s,  v.’culd 
have  a  very  salutary  cfTect  in  checking  the  pro- 
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aress  of  error,  and  in  restoring  the  subordinate 
standards  of  that  Church,  to  the  place  which  they 
were  intended  to  occupy. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  pages  15  and 
16  ;  "Whereas  a  plan  of  union  between  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the  late  General 
i  Synod  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church  in  the 
f  same  United  States,  was  adopted  by  said  Assem¬ 
bly,  on  the  23d  day  of  May, 1 821  ,and  was  approved 
!  and  ratified  by  said  Synod,  on  the  21st  day  of  May 
1 822 ;  one  of  the  articles  of  which  union  provides, 
“  that  the  difterent  Presbyteries  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  Church,  shall  either  retain  their  sepa¬ 
rate  organization,  or  shall  be  amalgamated  with 
those  of  the  General  Assembly,  at  their  own 
choice and  “  in  the  former  case,  they  shall  have 
as  full  powers  and  privileges  as  any  other  Presby¬ 
teries  in  the  united  body,  and  shall  attach  them¬ 
selves  (o  the  Synod  most  convenient.”  Whereas 
the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  lately  belonging 
to  said  General  Synod  did,  some  time  after  said 
union,  attach  itself  to  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia, 
and  was  received  as  an  integral  part  of  the  same, 
and  was  commonly  thereafter,  denominated  the 
Second  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia : — Whereas 
leave  was  granted  by  the  Synod  of  Philadelphia, 
sitting  at  Harrisburg,  in  Pennsylvania,  in  October, 
1824,  “  to  the  Second  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia, 
to  dissolve  and  attach  themselves  and  the  congre¬ 
gations,  licentiates  and  candidates  under  their 
care,  to  such  Presbyteries  belonging  to  the  Synod, 
as  they  may  judge  proper,  said  Presbyteries  con¬ 
senting  thereto and  whereas  the  said  Second 
Presbytery  of  Philadelphia,  met  at  Shippensburg, 
in  Pennsylvania,  in  April,  1825,  “judging  the  inte¬ 
rest  of  the  churches  under  their  care,  no  longer  to 
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require  their  continuation  as  a  Presbytery” — • 
“  agreeably  to  leave  previously  granted  by  the  Sy¬ 
nod  of  Philadelphia” — “  unanimously  agreed  ta 
suspend  their  functions  as  a  Presbytery,  from  and 
after  the  9th  day  of  April,  1 825  and  “  granted 
testimonials  to  tlieir  members,  licentiates  and  can¬ 
didates,  to  become  connected  with  such  Presbyte¬ 
ries  belonging  to  the  General  Assembly  as  they 
may  desire. 

Whereas,  moreoxer.  The  Rev.  John  M.  Duncan, 
and  the  Rev.  Charles  G.  McLean,  did  receive 
from  the  late  Second  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia, 
a  certificate  of  dismission  and  recommendation, 
which  they  presented  to  the  Presbytery  of  Balti¬ 
more,  and  were  not  received  by  said  Presbytery, 
because  they  were  understood  to  disown  and  op¬ 
pose  the  Confession  of  faith  and  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  tlie  L'nited 
States.  And  whereas  the  said  Rev.  Messrs.  Dun¬ 
can  and  McLean,  are  not  at  present  constituent 
members  of  any  Presbytery :  Whereas  by  an  act 
of  the  last  General  Assembly,  passed  on  the  2Gth 
day  of  May,  A.  D.  1825,  it  lias  been  decided,  that 
ministers  dismissed  by  a  Presbytery  now  extinct, 
and  not  received  into  any  other,  are  to  be  consid¬ 
ered  as  under  the  direction  of  their  proper  Synod, 
and  ought  to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Synod  may 
order.  And  whereas,  it  appertains  to  the  Synod 
to  ”  erect  new  Presbyteries,  and  unite  or  divide 
those  which w'ere  before  erected,”  and  “generally 
to  take  such  order  with  respect  to  Presbyteries, 
sessions  and  people  under  their  care,  as  may  be  in 
conformity  with  the  word  of  God  and  the  estab¬ 
lished  rules,  and  which  tend  to  promote  the  edifica¬ 
tion  of  the  church” — chap.  xi.  sec.  4,  of  the  form 
of  government.  And  whereas,  the  said  Rev. 
John  M.  Duncan,  and  Rev.  Charles  G.  McLean, 
did  yesterday,  in  open  Synod,  declare  that  they 
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had  withdrawn,  and  did  withdraw  from  aU  connex¬ 
ion  with  this  Synod,  and  all  Presbyteries  under  the 
care  of  the  General  Assembly. 

4  Xovo  therefore,  resolved,  That  the  pastoral  rela¬ 
tion,  heretofore  subsisting  between  the  Rev.  John 
sM.  Duncan  and  “  the  Associate  Reformed  Congre- 
Igation  of  Baltimore,'’  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is 
^declared  to  be  dissolved,  by  his  withdrazving  from, 
and  declining  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Prestytcriari 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America^  and  said 
congregation  is  hereby  declared  to  be  vacant,  and 
is  attached  to,  and  put  under  the  care  of  the  Pres¬ 
bytery  of  Baltimore. 

Resolved,  moreover,  that  the  pastoral  relation 
hitherto  suDsisting  between  the  Rev.  Charles  G. 
McLean,  and  the  congregations  of  Gettysburgh 
and  t'le  lldl  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is  declared 
to  be  dissolved,  iy  his  withdrazoing  from,  and  de¬ 
clining  the  junsdiclion  of  Ike  Presbyterian  Church 
of  the  United  Slaves  of  America  j  and  said  churches 
arc  licreby  declared  to  be  vacant,  and  are  attach¬ 
ed  to,  and  put  under  the  care  of  the  Presbytery  of 
Carlisle. 

From  this  decision  Mr.  Duflield  dissented. 

The  Jezos. — Mordecai  M.  Noah,  a  Jew’,  and  for 
J  many  years  editor  of  the  New-York  National  Ad¬ 
vocate,  a  Journal  extensively  circulated,  has  pur¬ 
chased  in  company  with  others.  Grand  Island,  in 
the  Niagara  river,  near  the  entrance  of  the  grand 
canal.  Tlie  Island  is  fertile,  well  w'ooded,  and  sit¬ 
uated  very  favorably  for  trade.  The  object  of  this 
purchase,  is  to  establish  on  the  Island  a  Jewish  co¬ 
lony,  to  be  governed  by  their  own  law’s,  under  the 
protection  of  the  government  ofNevv-York,  and 
_  ■  of  that  of  the  United  States.  A  city  of  the  name 
-  of  Ararat,  is  laid  out  on  the  Island.  The  name  is 
■  taken  from  the  mountain  of  Asia,  on  which 
Ndab’s  Ark  rested.  Some  time  last  fall,  Mr,  Noak^ 


»  I- 

..i 


•  »  •• 


-  ,  If 


■ 


92  liems  of  Intelligence.  1 

and  other  gentlemen,  in  presence  of  a  great  con-  i 
course  of  people,  celebrated  the  laying  the  found-  1 
ation  of  what  is  intended  for  the  Jewish  me¬ 
tropolis  of  North  America.  Mr.  Noah  has  as¬ 
sumed  the  title  of  First  Judge  of  Israel,  and  in 
that  character,  read  at  the  celebration,  a  procla¬ 
mation,  issued  to  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,  accom¬ 
panied  with  an  address,  containing  a  historical  de¬ 
tail  of  the  past  and  present  state  of  the  Jews. — 
This  proclamation  and  address,  have  been  pub-  * 
lished  in  numerous  journals,  both  in  the  United 
States  and  in  Europe.  Whatever  may  be  thought  » 
of  the  project,  and  of  Mr.  Noah’s  assuming  the 
character  of  judge  of  Israel,  both  the  proclama¬ 
tion,  and  the  accompanying  document  are  written 
with  much  talent,  and  their  e.vtensive  republica- 
tion  evinces  that  they  have  been  regarded  with 
considerable  interest  by  the  reading  public.  Eu¬ 
ropean  Jews  are  invited  to  emigrate  to  the  United 
States,  and  with  all  others  who  may  be  so  disposed, 
settle  on  Grand  Island.  The  happy  character  of 
the  republican  institutions  of  the  United  States,  are 
delineated  with  talent ;  allusions  are  made  to  the  ^ 
promises  of  the  restoration  of  the  Jews ;  this  mea- 
sure  is  represented  as  preparatory  to  that  event; 
and  the  favorable  situation  of  the  city  of  Ararat 
well  described.  It  is  thought,  by  cool,  intelligent  3 
and  impartial  observers,  that  the  scheme  will  in  ||l 
part  succeed.  We  say  “  cool  and  impartial”  ob-  ^ 
servers,  for  the  journals  of  our  country  in  their  re-  ^ 
marks  upon  it,  have  been  generally  influenced  by  S 
the  complexion  of  their  party  politics.  Mr.  Noah  ® 
has  always  been  what  some  would  call  violently  gw 
democratic  in  his  political  course.  Most  of  the 
democratic  papers  have  spoken  favorably  of  the  ■'% 
Grand  Island  scheme,  while  those  of  the  oppo-  ,  ^ 
site  party  have  generally  been  adverse.  So  strong  . 
are  political  feelings  in  the  United  States^  that  al- 
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most  all  projects  are  in  some  degree  viewed  thro’ 
:i  political  medium.  Little  stress,  therefore,  is  to 
he  laid  on  the  defence  of  this  scheme,  or  the  op- 
nosition  to  it  by  the  editors  of  newspapers.  Those 
who  view  objects  of  interest  through  a  religious 
medium,  and  who  refer  such  events  to  the  doings 
of  providence,  cannot  regard  such  a  feature  as  this 
presents  in  tiie  aspect  of  the  times,  with  indifier- 
oncc.  Vv’ e  are  inclined  to  think  such  peiscns  gen¬ 
erally  wisli  the  city  of  Ararat  to  be  successful.  It 
has  attracted  notice  in  Europe,  where  the  project¬ 
or  says  it  is  intended  chiefly  to  produce  an  effect. — 
De  Cologna,  the  Grand  Rabbi  of  Paris,  has  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Paris  Journal  des  Debals,  a  letter  of 
strictures  on  Mr.  Noah’s  proclamation.  Though 
his  animadversions  are  severe,  yet  he  considers 
the  first  Judge  of  Israel  “a  visionary  of  good  in¬ 
tentions.”  Mr.  Noah  has  republished,  in  his  New- 
York  National  Advocate,  the  letter  of  De  Colog¬ 
na,  with  his  remarks  in  reply,.  We  thipk  there  is 
truth  in  his  observation,  that  unless  the  proclama¬ 
tion  had  produced  a  considerable  sensation  among 
the  Parisian  -  Jews,  the  Grand  Rabbi  and  the  gov¬ 
ernment  paper  would  not  have  noticed  it,  and  that 
the  governments  of  Europe,  will  be  adverse  to  the 
emigration  of  Jews  to  the  United  States,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  loss  of  wealth  which  their  kingdoms 
would  sustain  by  such  an  event,  and  that  the  coni* 
dition  of  the  Jews  under  the  European  monarchi¬ 
cal  government  wdll  be  ameliorated  through  the 
fear  of  their  emigration.  We  regard  the  affair  as 
an  indication  of  a  shaking  among  the  dry  bones, 
predicted  by  the  prophet,  in  Ezekiel  the  37th 
chanter  of  hi-"  proplsecy. 

Erasmus  11.  Simon,  and  Mr.  Jadownisky,  said 
to  be  converted  Jews,  w'ho  were  for  some  time 


connected  with  the  Society  for  Ameliorating  the 
Cond  ition  of  the  Jews,  have  declined  all  farther 
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connexion  with,  and  in  a  printed  declaraticn,  have 
charged  the  Society  with  want  of  regard  to  the  in- 
terests  and  rights  of  the  Jews.  In  Israel’s  Advo¬ 
cate  there  has  been  published  a  vindication  of  the 
Society.  Mr.  Simon  has  replied,  and  charged  the 
managers  with  a  misapplication  of  the  funds  com¬ 
mitted  to  them.  Mr.  Simon  has  written  to  the 
Judge  of  Israel,  a  long  letter,  applauding  the 
scheme  of  the  colony  en  Grand  Island.  He  ex¬ 
presses  also  his  belief,  that  the  North  American 
Indians  are  the  descendants  of  the  ten  tribc.«,  and 
has  signilied  his  intention  to  fix  his  residence 
among  them.  He  has  also,  in  connexion  with  a 
society,  as  he  says,  issued  a  prospectus  of  a  peried- 
ical  work,  to  be  entitled  “  The  Restoration  of  Is¬ 
rael,”  to  be  published  at  Onondaga,  New-York. 
These  transactions  are  in  the  outer  court. 

Queens  College,  Nevv-Brunswick,  (N.J.)  has  been 
revived  under  favourable  auspices.  It  has  twenty- 
seven  pupils* 

ANNUAL  CENSUS, 

Of  the  Humane  and  Criminal  Institutions  in 
the  city  of  New-York,  with  their  increase,  or  de 
crease  during  the  past  year.  By  the  attending 
minister  John  Stanford. 

January  1,  1826. 

ORPHAN  ASVLUM. 

Boys,  1 03 

Girls,  56 — 159 — increase  9. 


Patients, 

Lunatics, 

White  men. 
White  Women, 
White  Boys, 
White  Girls, 
Black  Men, 


CITY  HOSPITAL. 

162 

80 — 250 — decrease  6. 

CITY  ALMS  HOUSE. 

521 

523 

368 

2.34 
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black  Women, 

30 

black  boys, 

21 

Jilack  GliiS) 

10 — 1742 — increase  58. 

BELLEVUE  HOSPITAL. 

M  iac  Men. 

40 

iMaaiac  Women, 

44—84 

1  HOUSE  or  REFUGE. 

fbovs, 

49 

1  Girls, 

14—63 

DEBTORS  PRISON. 

In  confinement,  including 

tiic  liberties 

178 — decrease  122. 

BRIDEWELL. 

Wiiite  Men, 

78 

Wiiite  Women, 

17 

black  Men, 

48 

black  Women, 

19 — 162 — increase  46. 

PENITENTIARY. 

White  Men,  (Criminals)  52 

Waite  Women, 

O 

Black  Men, 

27 

i  Black  W'oinen, 

3 

:  Wiiite  Men,  (Vagrants)  59 

[White  Woman, 

93 

Black  Men, 

16 

Black  Women, 

42 — 294 — decrease  44. 

! 

*STATE  PRISON. 

White  Men, 

352 

White  Women, 

13 

[  Black  Men, 

104 

Black  Women, 

27 — 496 — decrease  146 

Total, 

3428 

Last  Year, 

3486.' 

Present  Year, 

3428.— Decrease  58 

^Decrease  in  this  prison  by  100  having  been 
sent  to  the  prison  at  Auburn,  1 6  to  Sing  Sing,  and 
3  to  the  Luaulic  Asylum.  Last  year  1 88  prison¬ 
ers  were  received ;  this  year  1 55 — less,  by  33. 


6  On  Winter. — ji  Dirge. 

The  air  is  still,  and  bright  the  cloudiest  sky, 

While  stars  in  myriads  hang  their  lamps  4m  high. 
Dead  silence  reigns  alar  o’er  liclds  and  woods. 

And  icy  fetters  bind  in  peace  the  roaring  floods. 
Anon  the  boisterous  winds  are  heard  to  blow. 

As  on  their  wings  they  bear  the  drifting  snow. 

The  lab’ring  woods  now  groan  in  hollow  sounds ; 
The  wolves  exchange  their  lair  for  open  grounds. 
Borne  furious  on  by  Boreas’  rapid  blasts, 

The  dark  and  surly  cloud,  tlie  sky  o’ercasts. 
Benighted,  cold  the  weary  pilgrim  sighs. 

No  friendly  mansion  greets  Ids  aching  eyes  ; 

Midst  boundless  woods,  and  dark  and  dreary  snow  . 
He  drags  his  course  with  fault’ring  steps  and  slow'; 
His  tattered  garment,  slight  and  thiji  and  old, 
Admits  at  ev’ry  blast  the  piercing  cold. 

A  gleaming  light  amidst  the  storm  he  sees, 

And  to  the  humble  cot  for  refuge  flees. 

His  hair  and  beard  with  ice  and  snow  are  w'hite, 
Like  ghostly  spectre  at  the  dead  of  night. 

His  stiffened  limbs,  the  friendly  warmth  restores ; 
A  gentle  heart  his  sorrow  too  deplores. 

And  from  an  humble  ward-robe  him  supplies, 
With  clothes,  the  while  his  dripping  garment  dries- 
With  fare,  though  frugal,  some  refreshment  gives. 
And  gracious  Heaven  is  thank’d  that  still  he  lives. 
His  wearied  frame  reclines  in  sw^eet  repose  ; 

He  gently  slumbers,  while  the  tempest  blow^s. 

Thus  is  life's  season,  dreary,  dark  and  cold, 

For  ages  past,  e’en  from  the  days  of  old  ; 

Where  fierce  and  wild  the  furious  passions  rage, 
And  wars  more  dire  than  elemental  wage. 

Its  heavens  too,  are  charg’d  with  low’ring  storms, 
And  terrors  stalk  around  in  frightful  forms, 

A  wintry  season  is  the  night  of  time. 

To  pilgrims  seeking  a  more  genial  clime ; 

And  o’er  the  desolations  wide  and  far, 

No  light  is  shed,  but  from  one  cheering  star — 

The  star  that  on  the  eastern  sages  shone, 

The  star  by.ev’ry  holy  pilgrim  known. 

Illumined  by  its  genial  rays  divine, 

Nor  storms  nor  darkness,  nor  the  foe  malign. 

Can  the  lone  way-worn  pilgrim’s  hope  o’ercome. 
Still  eager  pressing  to  his  distant  home. 

I’ve  felt  the  cold  and  stormy  winter’s  blast, 

I’ve  seen  the  starless  sky  with  clouds  o’ercast ; 
’Twafli  then  I  saw  the  star  of  Bethlehem  rise. 

To  cheer  my  heart  and  dry  my  streaming  eye*. 

Lo !  o’er  yon  dark,  yon  gloomy,  dreary  vale, 

Which  makes  almost  the  good  man’s  face  turn  pale. 
I  see  it  shed  its  steady  cheering  light^ 

To  guide  me  safe  to  realms  of  glonoui  ligb.t 


